Brakenhale at Home
Week 12

w/e 3rd July 2020

Hello!

We are more than just a school, we are
a community!
Each week we will be posting messages from
people in and around the Bracknell area to see
what our local friends, family and neighbours
have been up to to keep spirits high!
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Dear Parents/Carers
Another busy week on site with a large number of Year 10 students joining us, they
were an absolute joy and delight and they have left some lovely feedback about their days on site
which you can read in this edition. Year 12 were a credit as ever today, even having to cope with a fire
alarm when the builders on the roof of the IT block inadvertently caused a lot of smoke in the dance
studio - at least it wasn't raining!
We have been continuing to support the amazing care workers either in the NHS or care homes across
this time with our scrubs work and indeed on Monday Mrs Roche, our Chair of Governors, will be
starting to make up some new sets to meet local demand. Our community really is a very special
place.

I have been working closely with other colleagues across the last 48 hours to ensure that our
September return is the very best that it can be. It is my absolute intention to ensure that all students
and staff are back full time from the start of term and it's business as usual. I will release more
information on how we intend to do this before the end of term. Everybody at Brakenhale is very
much looking forward to opening our doors fully to all students and getting back to some normality.
Thank You as ever for all your support and I hope that you enjoy this week's edition.

Best wishes, Jane Coley, Headteacher
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Home Exercise
#teambrakenhale style!
Got to keep moving…
Sports Week
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School Sports Week 2020
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Thank you to everyone who took part. We had over 320 entries for the week.
If you haven’t yet check out the Sport Week You Tube Video. Click here to view.

Overall Results

Overall Staff Result

1st : Farley

1st : Swinley

2nd : Jennetts

2nd : Farley

3rd : Temple

3rd : Jennetts

4th : Swinley

4th : Temple
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Burpees

Mountain
Climbers

Star Jumps

Step Up

Tap Up Tennis

Yr. 7 Winner

Hannah L

Brooke J

Scarlett M-A

Scarlett M-A

Scarlett M-A

Yr. 8 Winner

Darren B-C

Kaylan G

Isabelle B

Lily S

Callum C

Yr. 9 Winner

Jayden C

Connor P

Ashton M

William H-J

Jayden C

Yr. 10 Winner

Hristina M

Yr. 11 Winner

Daniel H-A

Hristina M
Daniel H-A
Emily C

Yr. 12 Winner

Emily C

Emily C

Yr. 13 Winner

Asha M

Claudia P

Claudia P

Staff Winner

Mr Potter and Miss
Willimott

Mrs Masson

Ms Carr-Jones

Mr Maye

Mr Maye

Jane Darby-Shearing

Hannah Rudge

Kevin Mills

Nigel Johnson

Parent Winner

Claudia P

Vote for your…

Staff Member of the Year
Staff Member of the Year 2019/20
Parents/Carers/Students and Staff
Following on from the great responses received for our fabulous "Staff Members of the Week" this
year, we are now delighted to open voting for the “Staff Member of the Year”.
Voting closes on Friday 10th July at 12noon.
The staff member receiving the highest number of votes will announced at the End of Year Assembly
on Friday 17th July, 2020
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Working from Home
and Family Time
#teambrakenhale style!
Because all work and no play…
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Brakenhale at Home
You can take the staff out of Brakenhale... But…

▧

The school itself may be closed to most students while we
are all at home self-isolating, but it will take more than a
pesky virus to stop #teambrakenhale!

▧

Teachers and Support Staff continue to share their best
stories with us all

▧

REMEMBER – we are all in this together!
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INTO FILM: End of Pride Month
Pride on film:

Celebrating and exploring LGBTQ+ identities
With many annual Pride celebrations not possible this year,
LGBTQ+ stories on screen offer a safe and thoughtful way to
reflect on Pride's history and on sexual and gender identities.
They are wrapping up Pride Month with a curated list of films
from around the world that depict various LGBTQ+ experiences.
All titles are available online, and can be used in conjunction
with their film guides to support discussions with young people.

►See the full list
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INTO FILM: End of Pride Month

👤

ParaNorman - Ages 7+

Tomboy - Ages 7+

This ghoulish adventure is
one for the history books it's a supernatural comedy
featuring the first openly
gay character to appear in
a mainstream animated
film.

A touching and humorous
drama about a 10-year-old
exploring their gender
identity. After moving to a
new neighbourhood, Laure
is taken for a boy.

► Download the film guide

► Download the film guide
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INTO FILM: End of Pride Month
Rafiki - Ages 14+

A Fantastic Woman - Ages 16+

Class tensions and
homophobic prejudices
collide in this Nairobi-set
romance between two
school leavers preparing to
take their next steps.

A milestone for trans
representation in cinema, this
stylish Chilean drama unfurls a
tale of discrimination and
bigotry centered around a
brave, defiant heroine.

► Download the film guide

► Download the film guide
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ME in PE @ Brakenhale
As you are aware, this year the PE Department introduced a new way to assess everyone's progress
in PE.
We have been assessing Key Stage 3 students’ development across the 4 ME in PE Strands:
PHYSICAL ME

SOCIAL ME

THINKING ME

LEADING ME

So far you would have received your assessment via the termly data report as either
Gold/Silver/Bronze.
Here in PE we are excited to announce that before the end of term we will send all parents in KS3 a
breakdown of their child's assessment data across each of the 4 ME in PE strands that made up the
Gold/Silver/Bronze report score.
This is the first time we have done this and we are very proud of how everyone has embraced the new
ME in PE and we as a department are very proud to be able to share your child's individual
development.
So please watch your email inbox very closely over the next week or so and look out for that
exciting email!
The Brakenhale School PE Department

Cooking at Home
#teambrakenhale style!
Just remember to wash your hands before and
after!
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https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/classic-scones-jam-clotted-cream

Prep: 5 mins
Cook: 10 mins
Serves 8

Ingredients
• 350g self-raising flour,
plus more for dusting

• ¼ tsp salt
• 1 tsp baking powder
• 85g butter, cut into cubes
• 3 tbsp caster sugar
• 175ml milk

• 1 tsp vanilla extract
• squeeze lemon juice
• beaten egg, to glaze
• jam and clotted cream, to
serve

Cooking at Home: Scones
Method
1. Heat oven to 220C/fan 200C/gas 7.
2. Mix 350g self-raising flour in a large bowl with ¼ tsp salt and 1 tsp baking powder.
3. Add 85g butter cubes, then rub in with your fingers until the mix looks like fine
crumbs then stir in 3 tbsp caster sugar.
4. Put 175ml milk into a jug and heat in the microwave for about 30 secs until warm.
5. Add 1 tsp vanilla extract and a squeeze of lemon juice, then set aside for a moment.
6. Make a well in the dry mix, then add the liquid and combine it quickly with a cutlery
knife – it will seem pretty wet at first.
7. Scatter some flour onto the work surface and tip the dough out. Dredge the dough
and your hands with a little more flour, then fold the dough over 2-3 times until it’s
a little smoother. Pat into a round about 4cm deep.
8. Take a 5cm cutter, plunge into the dough, then repeat until you have 4 scones. You
may need to press what’s left of the dough back into a round to cut out another 4.
9. Brush the tops with a beaten egg, then carefully place onto a hot baking tray.
10. Bake for 10 mins until risen and golden on the top. Eat just warm or cold on the day
of baking, generously topped with jam and clotted cream.
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Social Media
#teambrakenhale style!
Keeping you connected!
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Social Media: Who to follow…

@turnerscience
Lots of posts, such as:
Element of the day
Scientist you should know
Experiments you can do at home…
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From Ms Coley

Cooking at Home: Prawn, bean and cauliflower stew
Ingredients
• 400g cannelloni beans

• 1 tablespoon smoked paprika

• 400g chopped tomatoes

• 1 red chilli

• 1 courgette

• 4 tablespoons breadcrumbs

• Bunch coriander

• 2 tablespoons mayonnaise

• Garlic clove

• 1 cauliflower

Method
1. Mix cauliflower with mayonnaise, breadcrumbs, glug of oil, salt and
pepper (dried chillies optional)
2. Place on baking tray 25 mins at 200 degrees
3. Fry courgettes with the garlic for a couple of minutes add red chilli,
beans and tomatoes along with smoked paprika. Add 100 ml water.
4. Simmer for 10 mins - add king prawns and coriander and simmer for a
further 10 minutes.
5. Serve up the stew, place cauliflower on top (soured cream optional).

21

Social Media: Who to follow…

@brakenhalepe
Lots of posts, such as:
Sporting news
Results and competitions
Inspiration and ideas
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🏈

🏃

What is affecting young
people in the digital world?
Do you know what young people can access through their
phones, games consoles and other digital devices?
Do you know what apps your teenagers are using and
what this gives them access to?

You need to know.
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What is affecting young people in the digital world?
Did you know that Tik Tok was previously Musical.ly. Musical.ly was taken down off the web as it had easy
access sexually explicit content. We believe TikTok was launched 1 day later. The company of the brand
name Musical.ly (Bytendance) merged with another of its products, TikTok. Thus Musical.ly ceased and
TikTok was born (2018).
The TikTok concerns are:

➢
➢

it gives access points to sexually explicit material

➢

it gives you the ability to talk to strangers. Although they may be safe on the TikTok platform
(provided parents check any videos uploaded) we believe you can go to a chat room, no log-in
needed. After a chat conversation they could ask questions like do you want to see pictures or share
pictures? They then can then be taken to the Kik platform (free instant messaging and social
networking app that uses smartphone data or wifi). Kik is not safe due to its anonymous features - it
has been criticised as unsafe and dangerous for teenagers as there are no parental control
mechanisms. It is also difficult to track content. The young person may not be aware they have
moved out of a safe zone.

it offers challenges ie 'dressing robe challenge' where you have to be naked underneath. Also the
'Pillowcase challenge' where you have to wear a pillowcase.
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kik

What is affecting young people in the digital world?
There are other apps to be warned of:

➢ Azar: old school live chat (in-app currency to unlock filters so they can pick
partners by region);

➢ Gacha life: (life simulation) some videos are 13+:
➢ IMVU (15+): sexual content;
➢ Talk to a stranger
➢ Antiland: Anonymous Chat room
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What is affecting young people in the digital world?
There are other apps to be warned of:

➢ Periscope.

This is a live video streaming app. This allows you to become your own
broadcasting station. Once broadcast viewers can rewatch any videos that
have been uploaded here and even provide feedback within 24 hours. After
that the broadcast is removed from the app.
The concerns include cyberbullying, sexual harassment, and potential
access to your teenager’s location. As this is not monitored users are often
free to behave however they choose.
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What is affecting young people in the digital world?
There are other apps to be warned of:

➢ Snapchat

Did you know Snapchat has a side app built into it called YOLO?

YOLO

➢ YOLO

If you send a picture through YOLO individuals can comment
anonymously.

V

oo oo

➢ ooVoo

A very negative platform and you can also chat to strangers.

➢ Episodes

Is meant to be 14+ but it is not suitable for impressionable
teenagers. Some of the games are of a sexual nature and violent.

➢ Polly.
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What is affecting young people in the digital world?
There are other apps to be warned of:

➢ Others also not recommended for a mixture of the reasons outlined earlier
are:

➢ MeetMe; Qeep, Holla, Omegle; Badoo; BIGO LIVE; Chatous; Wakie Chat -

talk to people; Talk to Strangers etc. There are also role play apps which are
not appropriate for teenagers.

➢ This is by no means a finite list - there are loads more. As soon as one of
these closes another opens or they morph from one to another.

➢ These are just a few and not anywhere near a complete list.
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What is affecting young people in the digital world?
There are other apps to be warned of:

➢ Yellow was a live streaming app.

This is now Yubo It is considered a dating app.

➢ Yubo is a french social networking site designed to 'make new friends’. It

poses a risk in light of the increase of online sex offenders using this tool to
groom children. Also it has the potential for children to share too much
information.

➢ Also remember that the access to content on
YouTube is18+ without parental controls.
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What is affecting young people in the digital world?
The profile of current predators is that they will try to move the young person
from their safety space to another platform and then another without the young
person realising. It is also easy to get involved with recruiter groups on these
platforms without realising. Some of the concerns reported in the media are that
recruitment takes place on some of the games channels ie X-Box, PlayStation
platforms, especially when playing the older games many of them play online for
instance
Call of Duty (Black ops.) it is rated as 17+ (as it contains mature content
and violence). Again from the games room you can be taken into a chat
room to talk and moved onto other platforms without really realising. It
seems often these relationships accelerate very quickly due to the
common interest of the game.
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What is affecting young people in the digital world?
Twitch is a live video games website where you can watch playbacks of games
being played by other people. You can also live stream your own games and
chat to other people. Users can follow channels and games they want to keep
track of. Twitch requires users to be at least 13 however in reality it should be
recommended for 15+. This is mainly due to the unpredictable nature of live
streaming, open chat and easy access to live content.
Steam is a cloud based gaming library and you can download and purchase
games. Described as 'iffy' on Common Sense media (see below), it can be safe
but you need to make sure the robust parental controls are in place.
STEAM
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What is affecting young people in the digital world?
How can you check and what can you as a parent do about this?
(Check out the parental controls links published in the Brakenhale@home a couple of weeks ago if you
did not catch it)

Where can you go to find out?
If you have not used common sense media this is a resource where you can review what your
kids want to watch (before they watch it). It gives no nonsense views. There are also
recommendations on family watching for ages 2-18. The basic information telling you the
appropriate age range is free.

•
•

By age or by topic

•

Articles

Parents need to know … with the ultimate guide to: Minecraft, Fortnite, YouTube,
YouTube for kids, Roblox, TikTok, Snapchat, parental controls etc. At the end of this

✓

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
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What is affecting young people in the digital world?
Another good source of information is

https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/

Have a look and find out so you know what your teenagers are looking at in the digital world. This
is not a once only task but one you will regularly need to revisit and check out as new apps are
appearing all the time. Some of the information in this article may already be out of date, things
move so fast in the digital world.
The most important thing is to try to keep an open communication with your teenager. Keep
talking, choose your time! It is important to include in the discussion with your teenager about
what to do if they go somewhere online they shouldn't and that talking to you is important as
together you will be able to work out how to deal with this. We want them to be able to make good
judgements and learn how to be responsible digital citizens.
Take care, stay safe and stay alert.
Miss Manisier
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Can you complete it? Share it with Mrs Lewis - dlewis@brakenhale.co.uk

This week, why not print this out and have a
go: how good is your knowledge of literacy?
Across
4. You find this at the end of a sentence.
6. You should always be mindful of this as different words
have different effects on the reader.
7. Used to emphasise an idea or emotion.
10. We use these in writing when we change the topic, time,
place or person.
Down
1. Used to embed a clause and is usually shown using two
commas, two dashes or brackets.
2. Used at the end of a sentence to pose a question.
3. Used to join clauses together.
5. You must use these at the beginning of all sentences, titles
and proper nouns.
8. Used in a contraction to show omission or to show
possession.
9. Used to separate single items in a list, to separate a series
of adjectives and to separate clauses.
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Motion
Danielle: I thought I’d go for a different vibe this week I’ve attached a Haiku I have written.
Your task is to write your own Haiku and here is how:
First line of poetry – 5 syllables
Second line of poetry – 7 syllables
Third line of poetry – 5 syllables
•
•

It does not need to rhyme
A syllable is a beat in a word – try clapping the beats in the words
from Danielle’s poem to count the syllables in each line

Challenge: Include assonance. This is the repetition of vowel sounds (a,
e, i, o, u) in a series of words. For example, in ‘blade’ and grass’ the ‘ah’
sound is repeated and in ‘tremble’ and ‘gentle’, the ‘air’ sound is
repeated.
Send entries to Mrs. Lewis to get your achievement points ☺

Little blade of grass
How you tremble so softly
In the gentle wind.

We would like to thank all the Performing
Arts students for their hard work and
dedication with this year's musical Sister Act.
Whilst we have had to postpone our
performances we are incredibly proud of
what the cast achieved and what we know
will be an amazing show.
We want you to know that the musical has
not been forgotten and to prove it we will be
presenting Sister Act - The At Home Edition
– next week.
Feel free to dance and sing along. We look
forward to restarting rehearsals in the new
academic year.

The Performing Arts Team
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Pride is not just for June...
This week marks the last issue of Pride in Brakenhale at Home as Pride
month has come to an end. But, this does not mean we stop celebrating
and being aware of what we are proud of and the things we take pride in.

In our final issue, I want to educate you, inform you and advise you
on all things Pride...
Feel upset about missing out on Pride this year? Do not fear, online
events and live events are starting to pop up so keep an eye out for
these if you are interested.
For example, Fabuloso is the theme for this year’s Pride event in
Brighton and Hove. Take a look here to find out more. Don’t miss out!
You can watch the live stream and be part of the Zoom audience if you
wish!
Pride is everywhere. Join the Trevor Project to connect with peers and access
support. This is for young people aged 13-24 and Google.org is supporting this
cause, trying to raise awareness as in these days of social distancing, some of
you LGBTQ+ may be feeling disconnected or isolated. So why not reach out?

Check out Facebook too as there
are many groups you can join to
find out more, meet people and
ask questions. As always, stay
SMART when online. Stay Safe:
don’t give out your personal
information, don’t Meet up with
anyone, don’t Accept files from
anyone, check information is
Reliable before you believe it and
Tell someone if you feel worried
about something or uncomfortable.
There is so much information at
our fingertips :) Stay informed,
stay safe!

June 2020 marks the
50th anniversary of
annual LGBTQ+ Pride
traditions. The first Pride
march in New York City
was held on June 28,
1970 on the one-year
anniversary of the
Stonewall Uprising.
This map highlights why
it is still so important to
keep raising awareness
and keep celebrating
Pride.
There are so many
countries that still believe
gay relationships are
illegal. Even countries we
may believe are forward
thinking because they
are affluent, such as the
USA, in which only 32/50
states have legalised gay
marriage.
Added on Reddit Forum by u/JoeFalchetto

A note from Miss. Cullip...
Celebrating Pride and the Arts
As a member of the LGBTQ+ community and also a Performing
Arts teacher, Pride Month can be such an exciting time to
educate and inspire people. There are so many people in the
industry who identify as gay, queer, trans etc and they use their
talents to create artwork for the rest of the world to enjoy.
Growing up myself, I know I was influenced by artists such as
Lady Gaga, Sam Smith, Elton John to name a few because
they used their voices to inspire people to be who they are and
be accepting of others. I wanted to share with you 3 people who
I am inspired by who are in the Arts industry and who always
inspire me to be proud of who I am and where I come from.
Raven Symone Actress: Raven is a famous actress best
known for The Cosby Show and more recently, That's So
Raven! I grew up watching Disney Channel and was always a
huge fan of Raven. She inspires me because she was always a
positive role model for young people growing up but she's also
very honest about who she is which is something I've always
admired.

Sam Smith Singer: Growing up I was always a huge Sam
Smith! I really enjoyed his music and (here is some trivia for
you!) I used one of his songs in my Drama final piece in 2015 at
Brakenhale! Sam Smith inspires me because he is a prominent
figure in the music industry and is very proud of who he is
which inspires lots of young people across the world. He won
"MTV Pride - Top 10 Music Artists of 2019" along with some
other LGBTQ+ artists such as Years and Years, Christine and
the Queens and Lizzo!
Everybody's Talking About Jamie : Jamie New: Musical: This
is one of my favourite musicals I have seen at the West End!
This was based on a true story about Jamie New, a boy who
wanted to go to prom in a prom dress but was not granted this
wish! It was turned into a musical in 2017 where it inspired
young people to be able to be comfortable in whatever they
choose to wear! I loved this story as it teaches us that we are all
amazing people no matter what we wear no matter what gender
we are and this is something that's always stuck with me!
I hope you have enjoyed my Pride in the Arts section this week!
Have a look and see if you know any other singers, actors and
dancers from the LGBTQ+ community who provide amazing
work for us that inspire us during our Pride month and drop me
an email on who you've found! Happy Pride!
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If you want to learn more about Pride then why not take a look at the plethora
of books out there just waiting for you to enjoy! Here are a few to get you
started...

Why bother reading..?
Proud by Juno Dawson
Simon Vs.The Homo Sapiens Agenda by Becky
Albertalli
Trans Mission by Alex Bertie
The Art of Being Normal by Lisa Williamson
Boy Meets Boy by David Levithan
Oranges are not the Only Fruit by Jeanette Winterson
Love and Lies of Rukhsana Ali by Sabina Khan
From Prejudice to Pride by Amy Lame
Annie on my Mind by Nancy Garden
https://www.teachwire.n
et/news/10-lgbtq-booksto-inspire-secondarypupils

Your reading ability helps mould your identity and
the way you view and experience the world
around you...

We know that developing your reading
comprehension will have a positive impact on
your learning, at school and later in life when you
leave the school gates.
Our identities are shaped by our environments,
the norms of that environment and how we view
ourselves in relation to these norms.
The more we read, the more we learn about
ourselves and the world we live in.

Zoom Drama Club: Miss Lawry
Last Friday Brakenhale held its first Zoom Drama Club - at 3pm some
of my usual Drama Club attendees logged on to spend an hour with
myself and Miss Cullip to play some of our favourite Drama games.
I attempted to recreate this
scene from the Lion King with
my dog Benson - I even sang
the Circle of Life badly!
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Zoom Drama Club: Miss Lawry
We played word games, number games, improv games and the ever
reliable, Charades!
The year 7s were brilliant at coming up
with funny ideas and inventive ways of
performing over Zoom, some of my
favourites were “Over the Hedge”,
“Cinderella”, “Bob the Builder” and “The
Jungle Book”.
Miss Cullip also got very heavily invested
- I couldn’t resist sharing this particular
shot of her miming “The Little Pony”
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Zoom Drama Club: Miss Lawry
It all got a bit competitive once I introduced our word game - the
students were given a letter and the fastest person to type into the
Zoom chat a Name, Place, Animal and a Thing that began with that
letter would win a house point. I think lockdown has helped develop
some seriously speedy typers!
We were also lucky enough to have met each other’s pets as a very
fluffy dog and a tiny turtle made their way onto the camera! It was so
lovely to spend time with some of my Drama crew and to practice our
performance skills. I have missed your creativity and the fab support
you show each other.

It was such a success that we are doing it again this Friday, and I can’t
wait to see what hilarity ensues!
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from
Ms Bounds
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Hannah’s Top Tip
Mine would be to go for walks
everyday to stay active or go on your
bikes.
Also drinking lots of water along with a
good balanced diet, and sometimes I
do a quick exercise everyday.

Katy’s Top Tip
• Keep a healthy and balanced diet
• Do some exercise when you can you can go
in your garden or you go for a jog/walk near
your home.
• Follow a routine i.e. go to bed a good time,
and don't leave your lunches to early or to
late.
• Always stay hydrated. I carry a bottle around
the house with me and fill it up with our water
dispenser.

Stacey’s Top Tip
My top tip for staying active and fit
is to workout and have a routine
going. Ever since we have been in
lockdown I have been working out
and keeping healthy and then on
Saturdays I would eat whatever
and then go back to normal and
sticking to my diet.
I would usually have at least 1
hour 30 minutes of exercise and
then have a healthy snack after.
I would keep organised as well
and plan your day out and be
available for whatever you do to
keep active and fit.

Felicia’s Top Tip
My top tip is to just go outside once a day
and make sure you are keeping to a
balanced diet and to plan your day out.

Aesthetica magazine are looking for new talent!
The Aesthetica Creative Writing Award is looking for Poetry and Short Fiction entries. The
Award is supported by some of the biggest names in the literary world, including The Poetry
Society, Granta, VINTAGE, Bloodaxe Books and Redhammer Management.

Prizes include: £1,000 awarded to both the Poetry and Short Fiction winners, and
publication within the inspiring Aesthetica Creative Writing Anthology, which is
awarded to 60 writers, shortlisted by a prestigious judging panel.

➢ Submit Your Poetry & Fiction to Aesthetica 2020

Entries are now open for the Aesthetica Creative Writing
Award Festival. They’re looking for new talent working in Poetry and
Short Fiction, as well as innovative, cutting-edge and bold writing. The
Aesthetica Creative Writing Award is an outlet for expression and just
one way to keep connected with the world. We are looking
for Poetry and Short Fiction entries. Find out
more: https://aestheticamagazine.com/creative-writing-award/

▧ Fun Friday Challenge
Each week at Brakenhale and across the Trust we
run the Fun Friday Challenge.
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Fun Friday Challenge
What a week for the Fun Friday
Challenge; there were numerous
entrants for the recreation of a
photograph or piece of art.
Make sure you check out the
following slides to see some of the
fantastic entrants we received this
week!
funfriday@brakenhale.co.uk
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Fun Friday Challenge
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Fun Friday Challenge
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Competition Time
What is As You Write It – Your Play on Stage?
At a time when we are all missing out on the magic of going to the
theatre, The One Show, along with The Shakespeare North
Playhouse is launching an exciting new playwriting competition,
giving children and young people across the UK the opportunity to
see their ideas come to life on stage. We hope this will help inspire the next generation
of playwrights as well as encouraging a love of theatre and the arts in children and
young people.
The competition is open to all children and young people aged between 7 and 16 years old.
It opens for entries at 7pm on Thursday 25th June 2020. The deadline for entering the
competition is just before midnight on Monday 31st August 2020.
All you need to enter is an idea for a play, a short description of up to four of the main
characters and the first few opening lines. You’ll also need to tell us what having the
opportunity to write your play and have it performed on stage would mean to you.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/1SCKS8VmFFGvyggKbqGGyds/as-you-writeit-your-play-on-stage
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Fun Friday Challenge
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Fun Friday Challenge
This week we have the story writing
challenge. We want you to write a story
using just 25 words. Make it as descriptive
as you can in the word limit.

Will it be romantic, a comedy or a thriller?
Please send all entries to
funfriday@brakenhale.co.uk

by midday on Thursday 9th June.
We look forward to receiving as many
stories as possible!

The Fun Friday Challenge Team
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Polish in the spotlight competition for Polish speakers!
The EAL Dept would like to invite all our Polish speakers to take a part
in this free entry translation competition with the prize of £100.
Closing date: 17 July 2020
The ‘Polish Spotlight’ is a special strand of the Stephen Spender Prize, open to all UK or
Irish citizens or residents, or students at British Schools overseas. There are three age
categories for entrants: 18-and-under, 14-and-under and 10-and-under.
This year, they are inviting entrants to translate one poem from their curated selection.
You do not have to be fluent in Polish to enter the prize: it is open to all those interested in
trying their hand at translation.

Entry is free. The winner of each category will receive £100 and the opportunity to have
their translation published in the Stephen Spender prize booklet and on their website.
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Polish in the spotlight competition for Polish speakers!
How to enter

The Stephen Spender Trust,
PO Box 1618, Oxford, OX4 9LW

To enter online, please first fill out the online
submission form, then send the original and
translated versions of your poem, and
commentary (and the completed consent form, if
the entrant is under 13), to prize@stephenspender.org making the subject/title of your email
SST Polish Spotlight plus the category you are
entering (for example: SST Polish Spotlight 14
and under)

Please read the Terms and Conditions and FAQs before
submitting your entry.

The Polish Spotlight will be judged by literary
translator Antonia Lloyd-Jones.
• Discover the 2019 Polish Spotlight winning and
commended entries
• Read the 2019 Polish Spotlight judges'
comments

To enter by post, please download the entry form,
and send this together with the original and
translated versions of your poem, and
commentary (and the completed consent form, if
the entrant is under 13), to

The Polish Spotlight prize is generously
supported by the Rothschild Foundation and the
Polonsky Foundation.
http://www.stephen-spender.org/polish_spotlight.html
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School Lottery

Amelia
Sidnie
Chloe
Ethan

7E
7H
7N
7E

Happy Birthday
th
29 June – 5th July
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House Points for Last Week
It was a particularly hot week for everyone completing Home Learning last week and also for
those that took part in Brakenhale Sports Week 2020, so extremely well done to everyone for
their hard work and participation. A massive 16,339 House Points were issued across the week!
As always, please remember to email teachers if support is required for any of the work set, they
will be more than happy to help.

Most Achievement Points

House Points Week Commencing 22nd June 2020

Well done Year 7
Winning House

Congratulations
Temple

Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

Year 10

Staff FF

Total

Farley (BLUE)

1660

1147

547

330

0

3684

Jennetts (YELLOW)

1577

1175

798

526

2

4078

Swinley (RED)

1448

1313

791

484

0

4036

Temple (GREEN)

1824

1333

788

596

0

4541

Total

6509

4968

2924

1936

2

16339
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Leland
Lily-May
Mia
Kaysie
Lilly
Melani

8B
8B
8K
8N
8R
8K

Happy Birthday
th
29 June – 5th July
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Igniting Writing at
Wokingham Library
❖
❖

We have some exciting news for all our budding authors out there.

❖

This is a brilliant way for young writers to come together, share ideas and develop their
storytelling.

❖

While lockdown may be easing, this is a great way for our students to have a creative
outlet while remaining safe

❖

Wokingham Library will be holding the online Igniting Writing sessions monthly, with the
next one scheduled for Saturday 11th July at 10:30am.

❖

If any students do want to join in, all they need to do is have a parent or guardian email
Elizabeth McDonald, the Wokingham Library Young People and Families Outreach
Manager, with their name, age and school, requesting to be part of the session. Elizabeth
can be contacted on elizabeth.mcdonald@wokingham.gov.uk and she can then send them
the link to dial in.

Igniting Writing, the creative writing club for teens that runs at Wokingham
Library are now resuming the Igniting Writing sessions remotely, for teens to dial in.
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Baylie
9N
Maximus 9K

Happy Birthday
th
29 June – 5th July
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Dear Diary
Ever wondered what teachers do in their spare time?
Then look no further!
Each week staff will be putting different aspects of their life under
the microscope to share with us how they are coping with
being at home, what they are getting up to and what advice
they have to put the social in ‘social distancing’!
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Tilly
Leo
Cobey
Connie
Mia
Ciaran

10E
10N
10R
10H
10N
10R

Happy Birthday
th
29 June – 5th July
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Dear Diary: Mrs Gosling
This is my fun activity for the week
and many more.

Meet Ollie!

67

Oliver
Kai

11N
11K

Happy Birthday
th
29 June – 5th July
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Dear Diary: Mr Curtis
My wife is a health visitor and as a team she had to start
visiting families again a few weeks back but there was a lack of
PPE. I contacted Mrs Higham and Ms Coley to see if they could
help. Mrs H kindly gave me a sample set to give to my wife and
Ms C spoke with a senior health visitor in Reading and her local
group of seamstresses ‘scrubadubadoos’ made 30 sets of
scrubs for the rest of the health visiting team!!! I remember at
the time that without these scrubs it would have been very
challenging for the health visitors to visit vulnerable families so
they were gratefully received 😊
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Dear Diary: Mr Curtis
Scrubs:
Mrs Curtis, Wondering what it could be?
Unwrapping her scrubs. Please with the pattern – she likes dogs!
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Dear Diary: Mr Curtis
Scrubs:
There was a lovely note and a thoughtful extra inside
They fit wonderfully and Mrs Curtis is very pleased
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Miriam

P16A

Happy Birthday
th
29 June – 5th July
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Dear Diary: Ms Bounds
So I have never made ice cream before, but
this was so easy and everyone loved it.

Recipe

▧

200g frozen raspberries or another fruit
of your choice

▧
▧

250ml double cream
1 tsp icing sugar

Blend all the ingredients together, and you
have homemade ice cream 🍦
Next I am going to make mango flavour!
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Dear Diary: Mr Curtis
A hot topic – cream or jam first?
I put this on FB and have had
nearly 60 comments arguing over
jam first / cream first etc..!
This article from the Independent
looks at what the Queen
reportedly prefers:
https://www.independent.co.uk/lifestyle/food-and-drink/queen-sconesjam-cream-what-goes-first-debatecream-tea-outrage-a8260686.html
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Marc
Toby

P16B
P16B

Happy Birthday
th
29 June – 5th July
75

Dear Diary: Mr Curtis
This gift boxes of goodies were
made up by members of
Wokingham Vineyard Church and
were delivered as a way of saying
‘thank you’ to staff and
keyworkers in the community for
all they are doing. The church
filled several for other local
nursing homes, the police and
schools in the Crowthorne area.
https://wokinghamvineyard.org/
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from Ms Bounds

Mind, the mental health charity help for mental health problems
https://www.mind.org.uk/informationsupport/tips-for-everydayliving/wellbeing/wellbeing/
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Dear Diary: Mr Curtis
▧ So loving the
Mandalorian –
watching with the kids.
▧ First BBQ of the year
in the sun!
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from Ms Bounds

Staying safe online - Childline
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullyingabuse-safety/online-mobile-safety/stayingsafe-online/

79

MFL Challenge: All Spanish film titles below are English
language originals – Can you spot which film they are?
1. La Guerra de las Galaxias.

5. Como entrenar a tu dragón.

2. Tiburón.

6. Solo en casa.

3. Cazafantasmas.

7. Indiana Jones y la última
cruzada.

4. El equipo A.
Email all answers to Mrs Hughes at
ohughes@brakenhale.co.uk to win housepoints.

8. Harry Potter y la Piedra
filosofal.

from Ms Bounds

Top Tips for Handling Peer
Pressure – CBBC/BBC
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/joinin/handling-peerpressure
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MFL Challenge: All French film titles below are English
language originals – Can you spot which film they are?
1. La Guerre des Étoiles.

5. Mon Fantôme d’Amour.

2. Les Dents de la Mer.

6. Maman, j’ai raté l’avion.

3. S.O.S Fantômes.

7. Les Aventuriers de l’Arche
Perdue.

4. Agence Tous Risques.
Email all answers to Mrs Hughes at
ohughes@brakenhale.co.uk to win housepoints.

8. Harry Potter à l’école des
sorciers.

EQUIPMENT
• 4 glasses
• Water
• Cloth or paper towel
• Different food colorings

HOW TO MAKE IT:
• 1 Pour some water into
two of the glasses, in
each of these glasses
also put a different food
colouring.

• 2 Prepare your wick
by twisting the paper
towel and bending it
in the middle

• 3 Place one end of a wick
into each glass with food
colouring in, and the other
end into a glass nearby
and wait some hours for
the result!

HOW DOES IT WORK?
It’s because of the physical
phenomena knows as
capillary action. There are
millions of small spaces in the
towel and water gradually
advances through them
along the twisted material.
Capillary action is also what
moves the moisture in plants
from the roots up into the rest
of the plant.

Thank you for reading!
Want to see your content
here next week?
Email us at:
athome@brakenhale.co.uk
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Brakenhale at Home
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