Brakenhale
Week 8
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Hello!
We are more than just a school, we are a community.
Each week we will be posting messages from people in and
around the Bracknell area to see what our local friends, family,
neighbours have been up to keep spirits high!
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I hope you had a lovely half term and that no home-schooling meant that you
could all have some down time, we definitely tried to do that in my house.
We have returned to virtual schooling this week with so many students really continuing to
focus on the work set and seeking advice and support when they need it.

I do fully understand that this next half term may well prove difficult for some students to
motivate themselves but please encourage them to try their very best and to attempt the
work that is being set. This really will make life that bit easier when we do come back to school.
As you may be aware the government announced its intention to offer students in Year 10 and
Year 12 some 'face to face' contact with teachers from June 15th with the predominant form
of learning still being virtual lessons and learning. Plans are underway to ensure that this
happens in the safest way possible and it is also helping us to think through plans for when we
can finally open to all in some way. All indications are that this will not be until September.
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We are continuing to plan for all sorts of events across the next few weeks including a virtual
presentation evening so watch this space for more details.
Thursday June 11th will see a spectacular 'light up' of the external wall of the new building
thanks to Mr Curtis and a team that he works with alongside Mr Elsey and Mr Murray. You will
have received a message asking you to sign up to our youtube channel, we would be very
grateful if you could. If we get 1000 sign-ups we will be able to live stream the events which
would be fantastic. Whether we are onsite or not the exciting and innovative events
and planning will still continue.
Please take care and continue to update us with any achievements from your
own households as well as any feedback that will help us improve how we are
virtually running the school.
My very best wishes.
Jane Coley
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The General Assembly of the United Nations designated 1st June as Global Day of
Parents. Emphasizing the critical role of parents in the rearing of children, it provides
the opportunity to appreciate all parents for their "selfless commitment to children
and their lifelong sacrifice towards nurturing this relationship".

To promote togetherness and awareness among children worldwide and improving
children's welfare since 1925 we celebrate World Children's Day. In some countries, like
Poland, Romania, Moldova, Czech Republic, Germany and others, the World Children's
Day is observed on June 1st.
Therefore, we would like to wish all parents and children of our Brakenhale community
all the best, freedom, mutual appreciation and respect, sun and happiness all year
round!
EAL Department.
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Congratulations
6 full complete weeks of daily
tutor reading. Bonus of x10
House Points
Well Done from Mrs McCrorie &
Miss Oakley, Tutor reading
Programme

Year 7
Alessandra Giannone
Emanuele Giannone
Scarlet Charlton
Danielle Dickinson
Max Glover
Callum Holdstock

Ella Proud
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Mental Health Awareness Week
Mental Health Awareness Week was on 18-23th May and this year’s theme
was kindness. Not only does it benefit those receiving it, but kindness to
ourselves can help reduce stress and improve our mood, self-esteem and
happiness, which is more important than ever.
I had a lockdown birthday during kindness week and it really and truly
showed me more than ever the kindness in so many others who saw I had a
wonderful day and the wonderful messages and kindness of others was really
heartfelt.
Kindness is always important whatever the day. During the week of Mental
Health Awareness Week as a family our act of kindness was to purchase
many bouquets of flowers, to visit and deliver them whilst distancing to all our
friends and family who were alone, self isolating or we knew were feeling a
little bit down due to this pandemic. It made us feel much better for reaching
out to let them know we were thinking of them and the smiles and
appreciation of friends and family were priceless.
Mrs McCrorie .
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Congratulations
6 full complete weeks of daily
tutor reading. Bonus of x10
House Points
Well Done from Mrs McCrorie &
Miss Oakley, Tutor reading
Programme

Year 8
Emily Ashton
Isabelle Bennett
Robbie Conner
Amelia Elmes
Mia Hopwood
Sonya Lategan

Kody Lester
Casey McCrorie
Taylor Parsons

Marine Satake
Harley Weeks
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This week

Since Home Learning

This Academic Year

11373

65344

158294
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×

×
×

Please remember to save all finished with T4L (Tools for
Learning) pens to recycle - they can be dropped off to Mrs
McCrorie in the HOY (Head of Year) office ready to be recycled.

Save your unwanted clothes for our school recycle collection
points (they will be reopened again soon) to raise funds for the
school – watch this space…
Used stamps can also be given to Mrs McCrorie in the HOY
office - funds raised go to guide dogs – a very worthy cause!
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Alexandra
Tess
Louise
Sonya
Oliver

Brambley
Davis
Holdstock
Lategan
Marsh

7A
7B
8N
8K
8N

Casey
Zoe
Malachi
Supreeth
Victoria

McCrorie
Sayers
Smith
Suragala
Thompson

8H
8B
8B
7B
9N
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Ella-Ann
Nadine
Danielle
Maximilian
Kayla

Constable
Apea
Dickinson
Glover
Elliott

7B
7H
7R
7R
8E

Hannah
Marine
Jake
Callum-James
Olivia-Leigh

Romero
Satake
Tracey
Drayton
Brown

8N
8N
8N
9E
9N
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Good Afternoon,
Hope you are all well and happy.
I am missing you all about school, in the Head of Year
offices, your smiling faces and our conversations
when purchasing Tools for Learning and during lunch
times.
Obviously I have missed rewarding you all with
positive lunch tickets for amazing politeness and
excellent behaviour, also for your outstanding
manners when purchasing Tools for learning each
morning from me.
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However since home learning I have happily issued daily 1000s and
1000s of individual house points across the school for all the
departments from:
➢ Completed Media work
➢ Outstanding work
➢ Effort in many subjects

➢ Taking up tutor challenges
➢ RS on regular recall task
➢ Improved score in assessments

➢ Beautiful creative
writing in English
➢ Amazing artwork
➢ Daily Tutor reading
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And…
➢ Fun Friday challenges

➢ Delicious looking bakes
➢ Completing MFL end of
term assessment on SMHW
➢ Fab newspaper articles in
History

➢ For completing maths work on
Subtraction - problem solving
on time
➢ Hardworking Health and social
➢ Quizzes
➢ Excellent science effort

and many various other reasons across the school, so a huge well
done to each and everyone of you.
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Abigail
Oscar
Oliver
Ewan
Katy

Avis
Brook
Bunce
Coyle
Goodall

9N
8N
8E
9R
7B

Aidan
Abigail
Joshua
Sofia
Amber

Osbaldstone
Rudge
Rudge
Valenzuela Russo
Westall

8E
7B
9H
8B
7A
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Isabelle
Edward
Olivia
Kendra
Amelia
Charlotte
Kody
Daniel

Bennett
Bumpass
Can
Davis
Elmes
Dundon
Lester
Ferguson

8K
9B
7B
8H
8K
7K
8B
8B

Ruby
Caitlyn
Bethia
Chloe
Henry
Harley
Scarlet

Galt
Iceton
Prior
Swindells
Turner
Weeks
Worthy

8N
7R
8R
8N
8N
8H
9E
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It has been an absolute delight to switch daily to work and see your dedication,
the amount of work submitted and to be able to reward you all in daily house
points for your efforts and quality of work.
So remember to keep being amazing, learning and joining in the fun things too,
so you can gain these achievement points for yourself and also support your
house team.
Exit tickets - Don't forget to do your exit tickets that were introduced a few
weeks ago as these now also contribute to rewarding you those all important
house points.

Be Safe and Be Happy, Mrs McCrorie, Midday Supervisor & Curriculum Support
Assistant & Lost Property Link
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❖

It's wonderful to see that many of you are now getting your school uniform deliveries
in preparation for return to school.

❖

Please make sure ALL your uniform, PE kits, Coats, Tools for Learning pencil cases,
water bottles, (everything) are all labelled clearly with your name and tutor group so
that if you lose an item I can try to return it to you as soon as possible.

❖

We have a member of staff dedicated to reuniting lost property with owners and she
endeavours to return items daily. However, she is unable to return items to students
without a name and items will be disposed of at regular intervals.
Email: lostproperty@brakenhale.co.uk

❖

All items of unnamed lost property will be given to charity
at the end of each term unless they have been collected.
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In the last Brakenhale @ Home, the GLAMS set you a challenge to have a go at creating a game using
items around the house. Miss Willimott had a go and played 2 games - Indoor bowling and Ping Pong
Catch. See Miss Willimott's inventive skills and how to play on subsequent slides.
➢

If you have created a game at home and would like to share it or share your pictures of Miss
Willimott's games then just email lwillimott@brakenahle.co.uk

➢

Don't forget about the Rounders Bat Competition!

It's also not too late to be involved and become a GLAMS.
➢

There are three simple steps

1.

Join the Google Classroom ooj7inc

2.

Decide which role you would like to do (all information on google classroom)

3.

Email Miss Willimott (lwillimott@brakenhale.co.uk)

Ping Pong Ball Catch
➢

What you will need:
➢

Plastic Cups or Similar

Ping pong ball or small object that will fit in the cup
How to play:

➢

Get out those plastic cups and a few ping pong balls (or any small object
that will fit in the cup – Miss Willimott has used trainer liners)

➢

You will need to toss the ball/object to a partner and try and catch it in
the cup.
➢

Start out close together and then keep taking a step backwards to
increase the challenge.
Single Player Option

For a single-player, they can simply throw the ball in the air and try and catch
it.
Multi Player Option
You could also play this multi player, you will need more cups! You may also want
to have 2 balls/objects!
Have a go at PING PONG BALL CATCH and send your pictures to
lwillimott@brakenhale.co.uk

Indoor
Bowling ❖

What you will need:
❖ Flat floor space to play
Ten empty bottles or soda cans or plastic cups
❖ Plastic ball or a tennis ball or similar
❖ Tape or cushion or something to make the start line
How to Play
❖ Using the tape or cushion or what ever object you
have, create the start line of the bowling lane
❖ Arrange the bottles at the end of the lane. You may
arrange them like bowling pins or stack them on top of
each other to form a pyramid (Miss Willimott choose
to stack hers)
❖ Now its time to bowl. How many can you knock down in
your two goes? Stack them back up and what is your
score after 10 rounds?
It will be like going to the real thing!

Have a go at INDOOR BOWLING and send your pictures to
lwillimott@brakenhale.co.uk

Tools for learning are
available in 2 ways
1. Pre-ordered through
parent pay online
for collection at main
reception ONLY
2. For cash from the
Head of Year office

Mrs McCrorie, Curriculum Support
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Student Tools for Learning in school are
sold by Mrs McCrorie from the Head of
Year Office on the first floor.
Tools for Learning will be available to
purchase before school from 8.20am to
8.35am and then after registration
during tutor time until 8.55am. They will
also be available during break time,
11am to 11.25am.

Please note tools for learning are not
available to purchase during lunch time.

Mrs McCrorie,
Curriculum Support
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Emergency pencil cases to borrow for the day
will also be available from Mrs McCrorie/Mrs
Theal in the Head of Year office during morning
tutor time and these need to be returned by
the student to Mrs Theal at the end of the day
to be marked off as returned.
Students will still be able to purchase tools for
learning online via parentpay and collect them
from main reception.

Remember to recycle your old pens with us .
Recycle pot situated in the Head of Year office.

Mrs McCrorie,
Curriculum Support
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When back at school, and in life generally,
it is important that Brakenhale students
stay hydrated. To this end we have
reusable water bottles available to
purchase in addition to the many water
fountains situated within school and on
the playground for you to refill your bottle
should you need to do so.
You can purchase your water bottle from
Mrs McCrorie in the Head of Year office or
at main reception for £2.00 a bottle and
please make sure you clearly name your
bottle.
Mrs McCrorie
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For those of you with kids
(or just fans of children’s
literature - not judging!)

J K Rowling has announced on twitter
she is publishing a book she wrote
about 10 years ago FOR FREE!
Follow this link to read it online, new chapters
will be released each day and all donations go
directly to the NHS:
https://www.theickabog.com/home/
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J K Rowling is also looking for
children to illustrate the book
for her (link also on site) so
some of your young humans
could have a reading AND a
drawing/colouring project :)
The competition will close at 6pm BST on Friday 17th July 2020.
The prize is £500-worth of Hachette children’s books
for a school or public library of your choice.
Illustrations should be created by - children aged 7–12 years old
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Don’t forget you can still send us your thoughts:
×

FAB

×

DRAB

×

Staff Member of the Week

FAB
Please click to share with us
your views on what you like
about the school

DRAB
Please click to share with us
your views on what we can
do to improve

Staff Member of
the Week
Please click to let us have your
nominations for members of staff who
have exceeded your expectations
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Working from home
#TEAMBRAKENHALE STYLE
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You can take the teacher out of Brakenhale...
The school itself may be closed while we are all at home self-isolating,
but it will take more than a pesky virus to stop #teambrakenhale!

Teachers and Support Staff have been sharing their best ‘working from
home’ stories all week.
REMEMBER – we are all in this together!
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A Daily helper
whilst I work, teach
and play.

Mrs McCrorie
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@turnerscience
Lots of posts, such as:

Element of the day
Scientists you should know
Experiments you can do at home
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Word Clouds

Create your own word cloud.
Task: Think of a subject or topic. Now think of all the key vocabulary you may need
to know for this area of interest. Now, get creative. Look at some of these examples
to get you started.

Seedlings Shall Grow

Danielle: I had the idea of loneliness and a seed being lonely but
after the time of growing and nurturing, finding out that they were
in fact not alone and the whole process was just a short period of
hardship before a life of happiness as some beautiful flower
among many others.
In these times, we may find ourselves feeling pangs of loneliness
but it is good to know that with the wonders of technology these
days, our friends and family are only a few buttons away.
Your task is to use this idea of loneliness and to create a positive
poem about the positive outcomes that can come from some time
alone or a bit of boredom.
Challenge – why not try using enjambment – like Danielle has
done. This is when a sentence carries on to another poetic line. It
can affect the pace and rhythm of the poem. Using it encourages
the reader to continue reading from one line to the next.
Send entries to Mrs. Lewis to get your achievement points ☺

where a new life is born
and humanity is redeemed.

peacefully resting under
the soil of a busy mind,

and as more time passes
the seeds begin to burst

a lonely little seed waits
for the slow passing of time.

the colours of the rainbow
scatter and disperse

alone in sadness the
darkness surrounds him,

until a beautiful picture of
radiance unfolds

unaware of other seeds
that also are in hiding.

and from here on out
our world slowly moulds.

the sun shines brightly
and helps them to grow

looking around, these
seeds are no longer alone

but nothing can show these
seeds that they’re not alone.

and as all the flowers gather
all starts to feel like home.

until seasons pass and
raindrops fall to the ground

the sun shines brightly
and seedlings shall grow

with the precious promise
that they will soon be found.

and above the soil
each flower will follow

and as the hands of the
clock continue to wind

the path to new life where
solitude is left behind,

each little seed finds
it harder to climb

soon these present moments
will be forgotten times.

up the mountain of grit
where freedom is seen

Don Quixote

1 / 3
Miss I. Cmok

BY Miguel de Cervantes

When the story of the vicious knight arose, no one had ever thought about
postmodernism, pastiche, parody. Popular culture did not yet exist - or at least did
not exist to the extent it does today. And yet Miguel de Cervantes, in creating the
character "Don Quixote“, saw a very important cultural phenomenon: the impact of
popular stories on the mental health of the audience. The unfortunate Don Quixote
is nothing but a victim of fantastic stories about great heroes.
It is as if today someone believed in the truthfulness of film characters and tried to
live their lives, jumping on the roofs, falling in love with hundreds of fans or trying to
become like an idol through dress, behaviour or plastic surgery. The old hidalgo from
a Spanish village tried to do the same. His madness also affected his loved ones, who
in a sense had to submit to him, ensuring the reality of his delusions.
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Don Quixote

2 / 3
Miss I. Cmok

BY Miguel de Cervantes

Cervantes wrote the timeless, amusing-to-this-day story of extreme madness,
resulting from the belief that you can really become someone else, better, if you
desire it hard enough.
➢ Isn't that what every man wants?
➢ Isn't that what he is told during motivation, dreaming and self-presentation
training?
What if someone wants to become a famous knight?
➢ Can it be denied him?
➢ For what reason?
➢ Because he will lose in the fight against windmills?
➢ Because everyone will laugh behind him?
➢ Because Dulcynea won't understand his feelings?
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Don Quixote

3 / 3
Miss I. Cmok

BY Miguel de Cervantes

Nothing can be blamed on the style of the writer. This book could as well have been
created today and be a metaphor for a modern man who wants to run away from
himself to the idealized world of fantasy.
And the fact that reading, by the way, is great entertainment is only an additional
advantage. After all, we like to laugh at others, their failures and falls. It confirms us
in the malicious belief that we are better.
Meanwhile, the vicious knight had dreams that he decided to put into practice.
Indeed, it is rare to feel the pleasure of reading a novel that is several hundred years
old. Don Quixote's adventures belong to those books that just don't get old, though
readers are changing.
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Tilly’s tips!
For lockdown
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Tilly’s tips!

For Lockdown

Tilly’s Tip for 'Making the most of
Lockdown’
Persuade your Mum to buy you
some pink hair dye and hope that
you don't have to go back to
school soon (I should be
ok as I'm in Year 2!).

Tilly’s Tips for ‘Remaining
Presentable during Lockdown’
Let your hair grow
and don't let
anyone else
cut it!
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Tilly’s tips!
Tilly’s Tip
Check if the public toilets by the
park are open (you can’t use the
ones in Costa or
Macdonalds anymore)
- if so, go armed with
hand sanitiser, gloves
and your 20ps!

For Lockdown

Tilly’s Tip
Use your own
socks for making
your face mask - I tried to use
one of my brother’s but decided
mine were much cleaner than
his... remember they go over your
mouth so this is really important!
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A new app for mental
health for 11-18year olds.
×

ThinkNinja - Child
Wellbeing

https://www.healios.org.uk/
services/thinkninja1
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Modern Foreign Languages Challenge!
Draw a picture of anything you like and then colour in the picture using only the
word for that object in either French or Spanish. Use these two examples to help
you. To look up the words you need please use www.wordreference.com.
Send all entries to ohughes@brakenhale.co.uk.
There will be house points for everybody who enters.
Get drawing
and have fun!
árbol = tree
hoja = leaf
gato = cat
césped = grass
drapeau = flag

FAMILY TIME
because all work and no play…
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During lockdown my 5 year old
has learnt to ride his bike. I'm
super proud of him. He can now
ride with me on my evening 5k
run, which I thought was a great
idea until I realised he is a mean
task master: "Don't stop,
Mummy! Come on, Mummy!
Faster! Oh, you are so SLOW!".
Yes, thanks for that, Elliott. I
think he might be a personal
trainer when he grows up.

Mrs Powell
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Ms Butcher

Flo has been really struggling
with Home Learning this week
and it's only Wednesday! But
she had a few tears this
morning and then settled down
and wrote a great paragraph
about Viking Long Boats. As a
reward I gave her this magnet
xx super proud of her xxx
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Happy birthday
st
th
1 – 7 June
Adam
Leah
Brooke
Olivia

7B
7K
7B
7K
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Mr Curtis
failing to cook
cheese on
toast.

Mr Curtis
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Family-made
fudge cake
balls placed in
the fridge.

Mr Curtis
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Happy birthday
st
th
1 – 7 June
Samuel
Jason

8E
8A
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Lego minifigure
creation.

Mr Curtis
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A gift for the
children from
Wokingham
Vineyard
Church.

Mr Curtis
57

Happy birthday
st
th
1 – 7 June
Taylor
Liberty
Nathan

9A
9N
9E
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Mr Curtis’
Birthday.

Mr Curtis
59

Happy birthday
st
th
1 – 7 June
Julia
Shania
Elliee
Jessen

10A
10A
10R
10A
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Too much
multi-tasking
for Mr Curtis
feeding all 4
kids.

Mr Curtis
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Mr Curtis
losing at a
lightsabre
battle, again!

Mr Curtis
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Happy birthday
st
th
1 – 7 June
William

Jennifer
Harvey

11E

P16B
P16B
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Dish of the Day!
Our Chef suggests:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/recipes

For some exciting recipes to try

Courtesy of BBC Food
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Like this Minestrone recipe

from James Martin

Ingredients

Prep: less than 30 mins

✓ 1 tbsp olive oil

Cook: 30 mins to 1 hours

✓ 1 onion, chopped
✓ 2 carrots, peeled and chopped

Serves: 4

✓ 3 large celery sticks, chopped

Method

✓ 2 garlic cloves, finely chopped

✓ 2 tbsp tomato purée
✓ 400g tin chopped tomatoes
✓ 1.2 litres/2 pints vegetable or chicken stock,
made from stock cubes
✓ 400g tin cannellini beans, drained and
rinsed
✓ 100g/3½ dried spaghetti, broken into short
lengths
✓ ¼ head green cabbage, finely shredded
✓ salt and freshly ground black pepper

Dish of the Day!
Suggested by our Chef

ouby

1. Heat the olive oil in a large lidded saucepan over a medium heat.
Add the onion, carrots and celery, season with a little salt and
pepper and cook for about 10 minutes, stirring occasionally until the
vegetables have softened.
2. Add the garlic and fry for another minute. Stir in the tomato purée
and cook for a further 3 minutes.
3. Tip in the tomatoes and stock. Cover with a lid and bring slowly to
the boil. Reduce the heat to a simmer and cook for 15 minutes.
4. Add the beans and pasta and cook for a further 10 minutes, or until
the pasta is cooked. Add the cabbage and cook for another 2
minutes. If the soup is too thick, add some hot water to reach your
preferred consistency.
5. Season to taste with salt and pepper before serving.

Courtesy of BBC Food: https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/recipes/minestrone_23211
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Science Experiments
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Science Experiments
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Science Experiments
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Science
Experiments
70
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Science Experiments
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Positives board – 23rd May to 5th June
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Fun Friday
Thank you and well done for taking time out of your half term to participate
and send in all your Fun Friday entries.
It was lovely to go through them all and see the many examples of wonderful
nature and talent that surrounds us all.
Mrs McCrorie takes part in Fun Friday Challenges every week with you and she
had to say this was one of her favourites so far.
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Fun Friday Challenge
We had over 120 entries from staff and students for the Nature Challenge.
Make sure you watch the video on your Google Classrooms highlighting some of
the fantastic animals and pieces of scenery captured!
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Fun Friday Challenge

Thank you to everyone
Who contributed
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Fun Friday
Challenge
This week we have the
‘Recreate Your Favourite Book Cover’ Challenge!
We want you to recreate a book cover using
yourselves and/or any props to assist you.
Dress up as your favourite character and set the
scene for your favourite cover!
Make sure you take a picture and send it across to
funfriday@brakenhale.co.uk.
We look forward to all the amazing entries!

The Fun Friday Challenge Team.
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June is Pride month.
This is a time that communities
come together to promote equal
rights and
celebrate diversity and gender
variance.
Together, we hold a positive
stance against discrimination
towards the lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender and queer
people (LGBTQ+).
But, why June?
June has been chosen to honour and
commemorate the Stonewall Riots.

Early morning, Saturday 28 June 1969, police
raided a gay bar in New York City known as
Stonewall Inn. This event led to the gay liberation
movement and is the reason we continue to fight
for LGBTQ+ rights.
You can learn more about Stonewall by watching
this short video:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q9wdMJmuBlA

@ Brakenhale

At Brakenhale, we prioritise well-being – it is
very important to us that everyone feels safe
and part of #teambrakenhale. That is why
we wanted to know what makes you proud –
proud of yourself, the school and local
community. We want to celebrate at
Brakenhale because each and everyone’s
unique, individual qualities are what makes
us the caring and kind community that we
are! We know how important it is to be true
to yourself and celebrate you! Love you! But
we also want to ensure you feel protected.
This means if someone contacts you with
negative comments about your identity
outside of school, please do not tolerate it –
just like we would not tolerate this in school.
I would like to remind you of what to do if
this does happen.

What is Pride Fall?
Pride Fall is about others
trying to stop the
celebrations and create
fear by targetting LGBTQ+
individuals with negative
comments. Please stay
vigilant with social media
and report anything that
doesn’t seem right. Keep
your parents and the police
informed of anything of
this nature.

If you want to talk to someone, there
are some links below too! And please
don’t forget about Identity – A place
for everyone. Mrs Lewis and Miss
Bunkell are available too if you want to
talk about something, have a question
or query and they can point you in the
right direction if you need any
guidance or advice.
https://mermaidsuk.org.uk/
https://www.mindout.org.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/stress-anxietydepression/mental-health-issues-if-you-aregay-lesbian-or-bisexual/

What makes you proud?

The students at Brakenhale have
many things to be proud of. Over
last half term students have
been letting us know what they
are proud of . . .

Visit the Identity
Google Classroom
to see Mrs Lewis’
and Miss Bunkell’s!
Use this code to
access it ☺
hgqkmuh

What makes you proud?
Mrs. Keljarrett
There are so many things in my life that I am
proud of! I am incredibly proud of our school and
our amazing students - I am proud of their
courage and adaptability during these crazy times,
but I am always proud of their hard work, their
effort and most of all their kindness to one another
at all times. Whenever I talk to other people about
our school I tell them how impressed I am about
how inclusive our students are. On a personal
note, I am proud of my children and their
achievements, but especially my daughter, who
despite often struggling with pain, pushes herself
every day and her resilience is amazing. And
finally I am proud of myself, because I have
survived 10 weeks of homeschooling and I am still
here to tell you about it! :-D

Mrs. Butcher
Flo has been really struggling with
Home Learning this week and it's
only Wednesday! But she had a
few tears this morning and then
settled down and wrote a great
paragraph about Viking Long
Boats. As a reward I gave her this
magnet xx super proud of her xxx

Mrs. Duffy
I am incredibly proud of our Performing Arts
students and their achievements! Every year the
work produced across Dance, Drama and Music
is fantastic. We have incredibly creative and
talented students who are open and supportive
of one another. The Performing Arts feels like a
community within our school and that is really
special. Despite shows and events being
cancelled this year the students have remained
positive and thankful, they will bounce back
stronger than ever when we return!
Mrs. Clark
There are so many things in life that make me
feel proud! I'm proud to be a teacher
contributing to the education and lives of my
amazing students. I'm proud to be a Mum of two
incredible boys who amaze me every day as
they develop into wonderful young men. I'm
proud to be a feminist and speak and act in a
way that helps open doors and dialogue for
other women. I'm proud to be a Catholic and
talk openly and honestly about how my faith
shapes my life. Above all, and what
encompasses all of the above: I'm proud to
constantly try to be the best person I can be
every day by being kind, patient and generous
with love.

What makes you proud?
Miss Cullip
It’s so hard to pin point what I am proud of as I am proud of so many things and
people! I’m proud of everyone at Brakenhale for persevering through this difficult
time. Especially with their work, their commitment and just putting on a big smiley
face and facing the day. I’m proud of myself for also putting my big smiley face on
and conquering each day as it comes too! I’m proud to be part of Brakenhale both
as a student (many moons ago!) and now as staff! It’s so important that we
celebrate Pride because we all, as individuals, should be so proud of who we are,
where we come from and where we will end up! Happy Pride everyone!!
This is a picture of me and my friend at Pride 2018!

Mrs. Bradley

What makes me proud are my three girls, everyday
they amaze me.
I'm extremely thankful to my parents. They have
been housing myself, my husband and our three
girls for the last 3 months at their house whilst
major building works are taking place at ours.

I am both proud and thankful to have a job and be
part of an amazing school, working alongside the
amazing staff and students at Brakenhale.
#TeamBrakenhale

Holding weekly
google hangouts
with all my
siblings and
cousins.

Persevering with
all the
departments
quizzes despite
how bad I am!

Going on as
many 5k runs
as I can.

Joining
Brakenhale CCF
with all our
wonderful cadets.

What makes you proud?
Mrs. Ioannidis

I’m proud of team Brakenhale
and our diverse and amazing
community.

Mrs. Lawes

What makes you proud?

Mrs. Lewis has created a special video to tell us what she is
proud of. You can watch it here . . .
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4ll_JVHkLKc&feature=youtu.be

Miss Bunkell

I am proud of . . .
I am also proud of . . .
• My determination: I am still working • Being part of team Brakenhale - I
out 5 times a week even without a
have honestly never worked at a
gym!
school with such a community
• The fact that I have started trying to
spirit in or out of lockdown.
run a 5k even though I’ve never been • Being the Head of such a
a great runner and hate it.
fantastic history department.
• I finally started reading a book I
• Working with amazing colleagues
bought in Uni for one of my courses in
who always go above and
first year!
beyond.

Lastly, I am proud of . .
• The community I have surrounded
myself with . . .
• My oldest friends from University who I
still stay in contact with all these years
later
• My other half, who continues to be
supportive and helps get me through
when I’m having a bad day.
• My two cats, Mittens and Socks, who
are the most stupid, funny cats.

My First Pride
By Mrs. Lewis
Thursday 04th June
My first pride was in 2005, I was in year 12 at
school. It was a very different time back then
even though it isn’t really that far back. School
staff were not allowed to discuss sexuality with
pupils, let alone reveal their own sexuality - it was
frowned upon! I think you guys are really lucky as
I never knew about LGBTQ+ and we never had
any positive representation in the media. It was
very much, and I know this now, looking back, an
underground and unsupported movement. I had
to find out myself and that was difficult because
there wasn’t a lot of information around and we
didn’t really get taught it at school, not to
mention I couldn’t talk to anyone in my family
because they didn’t know anything about it
either. At this time, I was experiencing really
strange relationships with my own family because
they really struggled to come to terms with my
sexuality. Their plans were for me to marry a man
and have children. Because of how society was
structured back then, for me to do anything else,
would have been deemed shameful. I can’t blame
them and since, I have educated them on all this
and can proudly say that we are now more close
than ever before!

Naive and excited,, I went with a group of my
bestest friends - some who were straight, some
bisexual, some didn’t know yet and a few
lesbians. We were a very open, honest and
open-minded friendship group so I knew I
would feel safe and supported throughout the
day. I really relied on my friends back then; they
were the only people who really knew me. And
what a day it was! I finally felt like others
understood me, got me! I always knew I was a
bit different to others, not that that ever
stopped me from being me! I like me. I liked
that I was different. I have always loved that I
have never been afraid of being me.

My mum at
Reading Pride a
few years later
- who would
have thought
it?

So, we are in Reading and it’s Pride. I feel very
nervous because there are cameras there and
there are news reporters and here I am with a top
saying ’nobody knows I am a lesbian’ and none of
my family did! But I felt a massive amount of
pride as I walked through the entrance. Everyone
was friendly and welcoming.

Reading Pride, 2013

All around me were brightly coloured tents,
funfair rides, dance tents and two stages could be
seen in the distance. There were other groups of
friends here, couples of all varieties and families
here, all to celebrate pride and equality - how
wonderful! I didn’t understand why others feared
this, were scared to even talk about. I came to
find that most people just seemed to fear the
unknown and liked to judge others, purely based
on their appearance. I didn’t get why those
people felt it was their duty to treat these people
differently - they weren’t hurting anyone - just
being themselves..

There is nothing more important than feeling that
sense of belonging, knowing who you are and
having someone to talk to. Pride gave me all of that
when there was very little else available to help me
figure out what my own identity was. And that is
why I am passionate about running ‘Identity’ at
Brakenhale. There are also lots of groups out there
if you need someone to talk to now which is
brilliant!

Brighton Pride, 2011
What I loved most about it was that we could
be free. We secured a great place near the main
stage and danced all day long. The parade
started the next year and of course, I was proud
to march along through the town of Reading.
A few years later when I went to Brighton - my
mind was blown - such a massive event and the
parade was on a different scale entirely. It was
very emotional to see so many different types
of people celebrating and excited to be who
they are. I always end up crying when I see the
police officers and firemen. To think of their
important position within society and the fact
that they aren’t scared and are instead, so
proud, gets me every time.
Now, if we fast forward to today, I have been to
many Pride events and have even been with my
parents, not only to Reading but Brighton too!
We all had the best time and ever since, they
bug me to take them back!

I feel absolutely privileged to be able to share this
with you - some schools, even now, shy away from
this topic.
Today, I have been married for ten years to the love
of my life and we bless each and every moment we
get together. We are very lucky as a country too
because in other countries, people can get stoned
or killed for being or associating with anyone
LGBTQ+

My hope is that one day we can all be who we are
with no judgements.
Happy Pride month Brakenhale.

Brighton 2013

Brighton 2016

Brakenhale
Thank you for supporting us…
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Special thanks to all the people who made and released these
awesome resources for free:

×
×

Presentation template by SlidesCarnival
Photographs by Startupstockphotos

THANKS!
Want to see your content here next week?
Email us:
athome@brakenhale.co.uk
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