Brakenhale
at Home
Week 10

Dear Parents/Carers
This week we welcomed back some of our Year 10 and Year 12 students and it was truly
wonderful to see them. Although we are still only allowed a very small number of students on
site, just to see young people in the classrooms with teachers was quite an emotional moment
for all of us. Clearly many people felt quite anxious about coming back but that soon
disappeared and by today everyone was feeling very sad that they wouldn’t be in on Monday.
For us this is the beginning of the road to being able to fully open the school again; although
we still don’t know when that will be I can assure you that everything will be in place as soon
as we get the green light. Most students are still working from home, and the vast majority are
engaging so well and we know that this remains incredibly difficult. Despite this students and
staff are going above and beyond in lots of ways and this week’s edition of Brakenhale At
Home is real evidence of this.

On Monday, we will have another assembly broadcast to you, this time from Miss Whitaker
our new Deputy Headteacher. The following week Mr Thomas is preparing one of his
extravaganzas and in the last official week of term we will be broadcasting a final assembly to
recognise achievements across the year and to say goodbye to those staff who are leaving us.
I hope you enjoy reading this week’s edition and please continue to keep in touch.
Best wishes, Jane Coley
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Hello!
We are more than just a
school, we are a community!
Each week we will be posting messages from
people in and around the Bracknell area to
see what our local friends, family and
neighbours have been up to - to keep spirits
high!
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Student Achievements &
House Points
Achievement Points During Lock Down March to 17.6.2020
2 x House
Points
3 x House
Points
Community
Point
Fun Friday
Home
Learning all
week
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Point
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Year 13
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Student Achievements &
House Points
House Points during lockdown – March to 17.6.20
Year 7

Year 8

Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 Year 13 {None}

Farley
(BLUE)

7704

6095

4060

2934

98

15

8

77

20991

Jennetts
(YELLOW)

7609

6265

4861

3492

92

5

6

23

22353

Swinley
(RED)

6466

6120

4931

3491

103

10

2

20

21143

Temple
(GREEN)
{None}
Total

8195
0
29974
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0
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0
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0
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8
0
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6
0
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88
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Total
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If you would like to show your support or learn more, there is a lot of
information at our fingertips.

We are proud at Brakenhale to be in our 4th year with Stonewall. This is an organisation
that campaigns for the equality of all identities (LGBTQ+) across Britain. Stonewall
promotes acceptance without exception and here at Brakenhale, we accept no less!

#nobystanders
Join the movement. Make a stand.
This movement is about committing to never being a bystander to hateful
language or abuse. Here, at Brakenhale, we have the same mindset and do not
tolerate any unkindness.
Follow the link to find posters and other resources:
https://www.stonewall.org.uk/get-involved/stonewall-research

This week, I would like to raise awareness by sharing with you all the resources out
there – there is so much☺. And, with the recent tragic events concerning Black Lives
Matter, I think it is important to raise awareness and celebrate LGBT people of colour.
When talking about racism and LGBT inclusion, it’s crucial to talk about experiences of
LGBT people of colour. Stonewall’s BAME (Black, Asian and minority ethnic) voices
videos and may help to support a dialogue between friends and family.
There are videos on a range of topics – see below and follow the hyperlinks if you want
to know more…
➢ Visibility
➢ Religion

➢ Race
➢ Allyship

You can show your support for black-led organisations too: Colours Youth Network, UK
Black Pride, Black Lives Matter and United Friends and Family.

And there’s more…Gendered Intelligence is a service provided for Trans people
because trans rights are human rights. Follow this link to find out more:
http://genderedintelligence.co.uk/education/overview
At Brakenhale, we feel it is important for everyone to be themselves. We have our
Identity group led by Mrs Lewis and Miss Bunkell and it is held every Friday
Lunchtime where anyone can pop by to join in with discussions, activities and ask
questions. You can still get in contact with us during lockdown via our Google
Classroom, using this code:
hgqkmuh

Pride Month takes place in June every year but around the world, there are lots of
celebrations. For example, near us we have Reading Pride. This is held in
September at King’s Meadow. London Pride usually takes place in early July but has
been cancelled this year. However the parade will return next year. In August,
Brighton Pride usually takes place but again, this has been cancelled due to Covid19. Do not fear – there are online events available – it might be worth keep
checking to see what updates come about.
Miss White, as you know, is from Sunny Australia and
wanted to tell us what she is proud of – see opposite.

We have so many wonderful staff. Mrs Nahar would like to share what makes
her proud.
There are lots of things that I am proud of in my life. The ones that stand out
are Brakenhale school and our amazing students. They’re very kind and
respectful, especially when I meet them in town. They always say ‘hello’ in a
friendly and respectful manner. I am also proud of my three boys who keep me
busy and active. My youngest son is settled in to home schooling and doing
really well.
I’m happy and proud to have been part of the Bracknell community for twenty
four years. It’s a friendly and homely place to live.
I spent five years at university of which I’m very proud.
I have family in Germany that mean a lot to me.
I’m very lucky that my sister and her children
come to see me and my family often.
They are very important to us.

One of the best things about growing up in Sydney, was the array of street parties that one could engage
in. New Years’ Eve under the Harbour Bridge is an extravaganza that everyone should have the
opportunity to attend at least once. With a budget of four million pounds, Sydney puts on one of the
biggest, brightest, and best firework spectaculars on the planet.
Then there is ANZAC Day, whereby on a dewy April morning, people of all ages line the streets at 5am to
recognise and celebrate the sacrifices of our WWI and WWII heroes. Bugles, gambling games such as
two-up (where you throw three coins off a ruler to see whether head or tails wins), and home-made
biscuits are the order of the day.
Rounding out the Big Three is the Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras – possibly the greatest and
flashiest of the events. Everyone from Nan and Pop who take their grandkids, to six-foot five men in
fishnet stockings and high heels, crowd every corner in the Sydney CBD (Central Business District) in
order to get a peek of the colourful floats that go on for endless miles. For many, it is an opportunity to
see Pop Chart performers without having to pay an entrance fee. In recent years Aussie superstar
sisters Kylie and Danni Minogue have performed at the event, as have international renowned
entertainers Sam Smith and Dua Lipa.
Another regular performer has included a nice girl who was a former student at a school that I previously
taught in; 2018 Eurovision contestant, Jessica Mauboy. Born in the Outback, Jess first came to
prominence as the runner up in Australian Idol in 2006. With an Indonesian father and an Aboriginal
mother, Jess is also considered a role model to young girls and Indigenous communities throughout all of
Australia. She also steadily gained an audience and became somewhat of a gay icon, despite not being
gay. This was because, along with pumping out a bunch of heart-wrenching ballads with beat, she also
faced discrimination on many levels, including being considered too overweight to be make it in the world
of entertainment, and coming from a black background.
She has previously been quoted as saying that performing at gay events was hugely important to her as
she was excited to support same-sex marriage which was only legalised in Australia in 2018. “I live in
the heart of Sydney’s gay community, and it was such an incredible and joyous day on the streets when
marriage equality was passed. Personally, two of my favourite performances were at the Sydney Mardi
Gras — it’s such an extraordinary and empowering event.”

Over the years, I have attended many Mardi Gras – the first when I was still a school kid. It is just such
an uplifting and vibrant event. Gay, straight, confused or otherwise, Sydney’s Gay and Lesbian Mardi
Gras is an absolute hoot so if you ever find yourself travelling Down Under, try to save the first weekend
in March for one awesome city party!

Continuing with celebrating everything that makes us proud, Miss Holder is super proud
of her horse Danny – super Dan to his friends and fan club!
I have owned Danny since Sept 2011. In these pictures we had qualified in our team of
3 of dressage (should have been 4 but the 4th horse went lame) for the British Riding
Club National Champs at Lincolnshire Showground in Sept 2012. I had lost my nerve a
few years before and never dreamed I would compete properly again let alone ride at
the Nationals. We helped our team to 2nd place and also gained individual 3rd in our
arena. Danny had only really hunted before I bought him and so this was a big
achievement for us both. Since 2012 we qualified again several times and again gained
individual 3rd in our arena. We have been individual 6th in the next level up at the
Winter Nationals, we have been the London and South East Dressage to Music Champs
and competed in many Pairs Dressage to Music qualifiers and were placed 5th out of 17
pairs at the Nationals in 2015.
Danny always tries so hard for me, he is now 16 years old and we are still training and
competing and have regular lessons with Jayne Turney who is Charlotte DuJardins best
friend so I feel very lucky to have such a knowledgeable trainer.
He makes me proud every day.

Miss Whittaker has joined
us this week – Welcome! ☺
This is her at Brighton Pride
last year.

Miss Stevenson likes to
attend Pride events and
here she is celebrating
with friends.

If you would like to send in
any photos or comments
relating to Pride, please
send them to
dlewis@brakenhale.co.uk

Each week at Brakenhale and across the Trust we run
the Fun Friday Challenge.
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Thank you for the amazing entries
to the dance challenge. There were
entries from staff and students with
some fantastic dance moves being
shown off!
This week we have the sports
celebration challenge!
With the return of live sport on TV we
want you to recreate your favourite goal
or sporting celebration.
Please send this to
funfriday@brakenhale.co.uk
by 10am on Thursday 25th June.

We look forward to all of your entries.
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A mixture of Art, Design Technology and poems by students,
together with the Bracknell against racism initiative that the school has been partnering with.
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Illuminating Brakenhale
With the kind technical help of a local live events production company, I had an
idea of wanting to recognise the NHS and our key workers, celebrate the creativity
of our students, remind the school community that although school has been closed
the community is very much 'alive' and that the students' teachers are missing
them.
As I work part-time at the school I also work part-time as a work coach / mentor at
SFL (www.sfl.live). Like other companies in the live events sector, Covid19 has
significantly impacted on the delivery of events, and as such I also wanted to
highlight the events industry and am very grateful for SFL and a team of their
production engineers volunteering to support this event free of charge.
During this time of lockdown, I believe this has shown how significant schools are
in providing structure, community and hope to our wider communities. In these
uncertain times, I also wanted to remind our community that Brakenhale supports
values of inclusivity and respect for all, regardless of status, gender, race or
background and that we are missing our students!
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I personally wanted to give a message of love and respect as ‘all lives matter’ and
highlight the community spirit of Bracknell against racism’, as pioneered by a local
resident Karima Moustafa - you may have already seen and used some of the
resources Karima and members of staff at Brakenhale have been putting together.
We had moving lights of stars representing our students being ‘superstars’, 40m
projection of students art, D&T and poems and a rainbow to represent thanks to our
key workers.
Thank you to Ella-Ann in Year 7 who spoke brilliantly on Radio Berkshire on the
day, 15th June, about the art work she had projected onto the side of the school
building. Thanks also to Ms Coley and many other staff members for their help and
staying very late!
Jonathan Curtis, Design & Technology @ Brakenhale School
Education and Leadership consultant

Illuminating Brakenhale
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Thank you to everyone who helped make this possible!

BRAKENHALE

Thank you to everyone who helped make this possible!
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Science at Home

Science at Home

E
• CARDBOARD
• SCISSORS
• COCKTAIL STICK/TOOTHPICK
• SOAP
• LARGE BOWL OF WATER

1. Cut the cardboard into a little boat shape
like in the photo
2. Dip the toothpick into the liquid soap and use
the toothpick to put soap onto the sides of the
notch at the back of the boat.
3. Now carefully place the boat onto the surface
of the water and watch it scoot across the water
for several seconds – you’ve made a soappowered boat!
To demonstrate the boat again, you will need to
rinse out the tray to remove any soap from the
previous demonstration.

Science at Home

Science at Home

SOAP IS A SURFACTANT – THAT MEANS THAT IT
BREAKS DOWN THE SURFACE TENSION OF
WATER. AS THE SURFACE TENSION IS BROKEN UP,
IT CREATES ENOUGH OF A FORCE TO PUSH THE
LIGHTWEIGHT BOAT ACROSS THE SURFACE.

Brakenhale’s GLAMS
Miss Willimott has another game for you to try this week.
It is ‘Guess the Person’. On the next page you will see how to play and
Chester the bear giving it a go!

Don't forget to send pictures of Miss Willimott's games or create your
own to lwillimott@brakenahle.co.uk
Don’t forget about the Rounders Bat Competition!
It's also not too late to be involved and become a GLAMS.
There are three simple steps

1. Join the Google Classroom ooj7inc
2. Decide which role you would like to do (all information on google
classroom)

3. Email Miss Willimott (lwillimott@brakenhale.co.uk)
Miss L Willimott, Lead Coordinator of Girls PE and Head of Farley House
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This is a pure guessing game and can be played by the
whole family.

Guess the
Person

What you will need:
• A piece of paper to write the names on

How to Play
• Everyone writes a name on a piece of paper; you pass
it to the left without them seeing it.
• Stick it to your head (you could always use a post it
note)
• You take it in turns to ask questions, to try and work
out who is on your head
• The winner is the person to guess correctly first

Chester (the bear) wasn’t
very good at this game! It
took him ages to guess it!

Have a go at Guess the Person and send your pictures
to lwillimott@brakenhale.co.uk

Looking After Yourself
#Brakenhale Style

Young People Online
After 3 months of lockdown what do we know about digital activity?
What has changed in young people’s lives? We know young people are
spending much more time online whether this be for school learning,
contact with friends or family, gaming or browsing the internet. Do you
know what and who your child has access to online? The picture is
rapidly changing all the time and it is vital that the adults keep up to
date about the ever-changing picture.
Engaging the young people in conversations about what they are
looking at and who they are talking to is important. As well as
monitoring online activity (although at times this is difficult) it is
important for the digital safety of our young people.
Many of us will have used apps like Zoom
and HouseParty
and
will have learnt that we need to use a password for Zoom and lock the
room to avoid ‘HouseParty bombings’. Here are some resources that you
may find useful, please take the time to have a look.
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Young People Online: Resources

for Parents

Vodafone digital parenting
www.vodafone.co.uk/mobile/digital-parenting
If you have not had a browse recently this resource has a great deal of very practical information to
assist parents in opening dialogues with their children and helping to keep them safe online. Here
are some of the topics you will find.
The latest 5 apps every parent should know
▪ TikTok family safe mode – parental controls
▪ Get on top of sleep and screens
▪ Parental control and filtering advice – various platforms
▪ What to do if … things go wrong online
Parental Control/Content lock – every provider has this
Internet Service Providers – here you have control at the source of the internet into your home
Talk Talk internetmatters.org/parental-controls/broadband-mobile/talktalk-homesafe/
Sky
tinyurl.com/SkyBBShield
BT
bt.com/parentalcontrols
Virgin
virginmedia.com/help/security/parental-controls
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Young People Online: Resources

for Parents

Mobile activity at home – parental control of student devices
Here are a few; all mobile providers have these.
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Young People Online: Resources
Family share / parental controls - iPhone
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for Parents

Young People Online: Resources
Google
family link
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for Parents

Young People Online: Resources

for Parents

New features within IOS 13 allow parents to have more control over
children’s device and monitor more effectively their activity
OurPact App
This is a free parental control app and family locator.
For those of you who are already on top of all with full controls in place
well done. Those who haven’t got around to it yet, maybe now is the time
to start? Have a look at these resources and see if there is something there
to help you keep your family safe. I leave you with the question:

What are you doing to keep your child/children safe online?
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Help Line Information
from Ms Bounds

﹡Anxiety: helpline numbers
﹡https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/conditions/anxiety/
﹡Mental health helplines - NHS
﹡https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/stress-anxiety-depression/mental-health-helplines/
﹡Anxiety | Every Mind Matters | One You
﹡https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/anxiety/

Mrs Raby
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Ta maison en chiffres!
Go around your house and
count in FRENCH
how many of these items you have.
Write the number on the line and send to Mrs Hughes!
House points for all who enter!

1. Il y a combien de portes dans ta maison? _______
2. Il y a combien de marches dans ta maison? _______
3. Il y a combien de fenêtres dans ta maison? ______
4. Il y a combien de chaises dans ta maison? _____
5. Il y a combien de coussins dans ta maison? _____
6. Il y a combien de lampes dans ta maison? _____
7. Il y a combien de radiateurs dans ta maison? _____
8. Il y a combien de chambres dans ta maison? _____
9. Il y a combien de télévisions dans ta maison? _____
10. Il y a combien de rouleaux de papier de toilettes dans ta
maison? ______

Send to:
ohughes@brakenhale.co.uk

Cake at Break
﹡ Ms Nahar baked this

cottage cheese cake for
last week’s cake at
break.
﹡ Ms Nahar followed this
YouTube link but with
her own decoration of
mango glaze and mango
cubes.
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! Tu casa en cifras!
Go around your house and
count in SPANISH
how many of these items you have.
Write the number on the line and send to Mrs Hughes!
House points for all who enter!

1. ¿Cuántas puertas hay en tu casa? _______
2. ¿Cuántos escalones hay en tu casa? _______
3. ¿Cuántas ventanas hay en tu casa? ______
4. ¿Cuántas sillas hay en tu casa? _____
5. ¿Cuántos cojines hay en tu casa? _____
6. ¿Cuántas lámparas hay en tu casa? _____
7. ¿Cuántos radiadores hay en tu casa? _____
8. ¿Cuántas habitaciones hay en tu casa? _____
9. ¿Cuántos televisores hay en tu casa? _____
10. ¿Cuántos rollos de papel higiénico hay en tu casa? ______

Send to:
ohughes@brakenhale.co.uk

Tutor Reading Program
﹡ Students in Years 7 and 8 have either started or will be

starting a new reading book as part of the Tutor Reading
Program.

﹡ On Thursday 18th June Year 7 started reading “The Day I
Was Erased” and on Monday 22nd June Year 8 will start
reading “The Graveyard Book” (see following slides for
more information).

﹡ All students who complete the

reading are rewarded on a daily
and weekly basis and there are
ongoing Tutor competitions.

New book day! Year 7
﹡ I hope that you enjoyed the last book. The next book is…
﹡ ‘The Day I Was Erased’ written by Lisa Thompson in 2019.
﹡ Maxwell is always in trouble.
﹡ He's a total menace to his teachers and big sister, but he has a soft side too: he
rescued his dog, Monster, from being run over and checks on his elderly
neighbour after school.

﹡ One day, while looking through a mysterious cabinet of curiosities, Maxwell
finds himself erased from his life:

■

it's as if he's never been born.

﹡ At first, being able to walk around without being yelled at is great, but Maxwell

starts to miss his old life. Is there a way to reverse the erasure and save the day
once more?

AMBITION, CONFIDENCE, CREATIVITY,
RESPECT, DETERMINATION

Proud to be part of:

openDemocracy Competition
Visions of a world after COVID-19
﹡ A new competition for students
﹡ This competition, run by UCL openDemocracy, launched on Wednesday, and is

open to school and university students (aged 14 and up) to share their vision of
the future, with prizes of £200, £100 or £50 in book tokens plus the chance for
personal mentoring from the panel of some of the world's foremost thinkers and
some fantastic work experience with either UCL or openDemocracy.

﹡ Entrants can submit either a written article, short video or image that describes
their vision for the world after the coronavirus crisis has passed.

74

New book day! Year 8
﹡ I hope that you enjoyed the last book. The next book is…
﹡ ‘The Graveyard Book’ written by Neil Gaiman in 2008
﹡ This well-written, creepy, yet funny story also has plenty of mystery
and suspense.

﹡ When Bod was a baby he escaped a murderer intent on killing his

entire family. Who would have thought he would find safety and
security in the local graveyard? Brought up by the resident ghosts,
ghouls and spectres, Bod has an eccentric childhood learning about
life from the dead. But for Bod there is also the danger of the murderer
still looking for him - after all, he is the last remaining member of the
family.

﹡ Will Bod survive to be a man?

AMBITION, CONFIDENCE, CREATIVITY,
RESPECT, DETERMINATION

Proud to be part of:

Dentsu Aegis Challenge
﹡ Dentsu Aegis Network, one of the world’s largest advertising groups, is opening
its virtual doors to young people across the UK!

﹡ They’re inviting students aged 15-18, to take part in a digital challenge and

experience what it’s like to work in the media, digital and communications
industry!

﹡ An online learning platform will guide students through a series of modules,
equipping them with the skills to enter this exciting competition.

﹡ Prizes for the winning team include work experience and career coaching with
Dentsu employees.

﹡ This immersive experience aligns to Gatsby Benchmarks, helping students to

understand the industry and develop their work-ready skills. The competition
closes on 10th July!

﹡ Download this pdf for full details
﹡ Access the online platform here
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A child is like a butterfly in the wind.
Some can fly higher than others, but each one flies the best it can.

Why compare one against the other?
Each one is different
Each one is special
Each one is beautiful
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Dear
Diary

Working
from
Home and
Family
time
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Matilda
By Roald Dahl
‘Here it is’ Nigel said,
‘Mrs D, Mrs I, Mrs FFI, Mrs C
Mrs U, Mrs LTY.
That spells difficulty’
‘How perfectly ridiculous’ snorted Miss Trunchbull.
‘Why are all these women married?’

Create a saying or a song to remember those
difficult spellings – just like in Matilda!
Here are some examples and the clip from the
film – you must remember it! This still helps
me to spell the word ‘difficulty’ – even now!
• Because –
big elephants can’t always use small exits
• Necessary –
1 collar, 2 sleeves

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yFdrYxYIdDI

Your task:
1. What words do you have trouble spelling correctly?
Make a list.

• Bananas –
this song is bananas b-a-n-a-n-a-s

2. Can you make up a saying, story, song or rhyme to help
you remember their correct spellings?

• Rhythm –
rhythm helps your two hips move

3. Send them in to Mrs Lewis and they may be included in
next week’s newsletter ☺

Share your work with Mrs Lewis - dlewis@brakenhale.co.uk

Dear
Diary

Ms Bounds

Is there a pot of gold at the
end of this 🌈 rainbow?
Took this on my walk the
other evening.
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Happy Birthday
15th to 21st June
Tamlyn
Casey
Sarah

7N
7R
7A
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Dear
Diary

Ms Bounds

There is a dog in there
somewhere......
Coco enjoying her walk
and the flowers 💐 🐶
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Happy Birthday
15th to 21st June
Casey
Jack
Finnley
Beth
Aidan
Raul

8H
8N
8H
8H
8E
8K
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Dear
Diary

Hope Lane

Hope has entered 2 online pattern competitions
for Taekwondo and won Gold in both, one was
very impressive - she won all 3 rounds 5-0.

She is still training hard on
Zoom but absolutely hates it,
nothing like the real thing!
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This is an extract from one of Danielle’s poems. This stanza
shows what the soldier is missing – his home, his family.
Danielle: It covers the theme of war and follows a soldier
who is near death after being shot by the enemy. As he falls
to the ground, all the thoughts of home and the memories
with his family come flooding back to him.
Your task is to write a poem, describing all the things you
love about your home and family and friends. Even though
Danielle has chosen to base her poem on the theme of war,
your theme can be of your choosing.

Challenge: Can you include the rule of 3 in your poem? This
is where you might list 3 adjectives in a row. This is
highlighted in Danielle’s poem opposite for you to see. You
can also list a trio of events.
Send entries to Mrs. Lewis to get your achievement points ☺

And I’m scared.
For I long to be back at home to
listen
To their voices surrounded by
the safety,
Surrounded by the love, faith
and humanity –
Instead I’m surrounded by an
inescapable
Amount of darkness that
consumes
My soul entirely.

Dear
Diary

Ms Butcher

Flo was jealous our Friday cake.
So she made one herself.
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Happy Birthday
15th to 21st June
Stacey
Alfie

9H
9R
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Dear
Diary

Mr Maye

Top Hat on, Royal
Enclosure membership
ready, bets placed.
Mr Maye is ready to race!
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Happy Birthday
15th to 21st June
Joshua
10A
Natasha
10H
Yaa
10H
Emmanuela 10E
Nadine
10R
Maddison 10N
Madison
10R
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Dear
Diary

Mr Maye

Here are some snaps of Mr George Mr Spaul & Mr Maye emulating the Pros on the
Golf Course..... (with social distancing, of course!)

1st Mr Spaul

2nd Mr George

3rd Mr Maye

Amazing day! Amazing company... some amazing shots..... some not so amazing
shots! around 5 balls lost between us... few tan lines!!!
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Fun Facts About Languages

by EAL@brakenhale.co.uk



There are over 7000 languages around the world.



2400 of the world’s languages are in danger of becoming extinct.



Spanish is the second most Spoken language in the world, 21 countries have
it as their official language.



There are 24 official languages spoken in the European union.



Only 23 languages account for more than half of the world’s population! And
about two-thirds of all languages are from Asia and Africa.



Other than English, French is the only language taught in every country.



German is the second most spoken language in Europe, four countries have it
as their official language.



Over 300 languages are currently spoken in London’s schools.



The first printed book was in German.



At least half of the world’s population is bilingual!



German words can have three genders: masculine, feminine, and neuter.
Most languages only have either masculine or feminine.

Dear
Diary

Mr Curtis
With my youngest watching
the digger repairing the burst
water main outside the house.

Deep hole for the burst water main.
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Happy Birthday
15th to 21st June
Yassine
Alicia
Keya

10N
11E
11N
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Dear
Diary

Mr Curtis

Dog looking guilty
with muddy paws
from digging and a
shredded cushion!
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Recipe: Triple Chocolate Cake
Serves 16

Thanks to Tesco Real Food

30 mins to prepare and 40 mins to cook,
plus cooling

Ingredients:
For the sponge
250g self-raising flour
1 tsp baking powder
1 tsp bicarbonate of soda
300g caster sugar
90g cocoa powder
2 eggs, lightly beaten
150ml semi-skimmed milk
120ml vegetable oil, plus extra for greasing
1 tsp vanilla extract

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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For the buttercream
100g milk cooking chocolate, cut into chunks
100g unsalted butter, at room temperature
170g icing sugar
1 tsp vanilla extract
1½ tbsp milk (optional)
For the ganache
150g classic 74% dark chocolate, finely
chopped
150ml double cream

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Recipe: Triple Chocolate Cake

Thanks to Tesco Real Food

Method:
1. Preheat the oven to gas 4, 180°C, fan 160°C. Grease and line 2 x 20cm round cake tins. Put the sponge
ingredients in a large bowl and whisk well. Add 150ml boiling water and carefully whisk until
combined. Divide the batter between the greased tins and bake on the middle shelf for 35-40 mins until
a skewer inserted into the centre of the cakes comes out clean. Cool in the tins for 15 mins, then
transfer to a wire rack to cool completely.
2. For the buttercream, melt the chocolate in a heatproof bowl set over a pan of barely simmering water,
being careful not to let the bowl touch the water. Remove from the heat; cool to room temperature. Beat
the butter, adding the icing sugar a little at a time until incorporated, then fold in the vanilla and
melted chocolate. If the icing is stiff, add a little milk until loose enough to spread. Spread 1 sponge
with two-thirds of the buttercream, then top with the second sponge. Using a palette knife, spread the
sides with the remaining buttercream. It won't completely cover the cake but will give a 'naked cake'
style effect.
3. For the ganache, put the chopped chocolate into a heatproof bowl. Heat the cream in a small, heavybased pan over a medium-low heat until just steaming then pour over the chocolate. Leave to melt for 1
min then gently mix together until the chocolate and cream are combined as a glossy ganache. Pour
over the cake, encouraging it to drip down the sides with the back of a spoon or pallette knife. Leave to
set at room temperature for 30 mins before serving, or cool for 15 mins, then chill in an airtight
container for up to 2 days.
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Dear
Diary

Mr Curtis

Illuminating Brakenhale
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Happy Birthday
15th to 21st June
Courtney
Harrison
James

P16N
P16E
P16A
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Dear
Diary

Mr Curtis

Illuminating Brakenhale:
Members of the SFL Team prepping equipment
for the light show.
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Book
Review

by Miss Cmok

“Heart”
by
Eduardo de
Amicis

Ten months at school is not just a study and
play for Enrico - it is also a time of maturing,
experiencing the strength of friendship and
hatred, honour and falsehood. Enrico described
in his own words what he saw, what he felt,
what he thought at school and outside ... and
that's how this book was created.

"Heart" by Eduardo de Amicis is Enrico Bottini’s diary –
or a blog you would say today, in which the boy portrays,
with his childish sincerity and naivety, important events in his
life, school stories, visits (to) friends, that is, all in which a young
teenager is interested. There are stories presented to the reader that give
the impression of a real document. This illusion of authenticity is
reinforced by the occasional letters that the protagonist receives from his
parents and sister. Accompanying him throughout the school year, we
get to know his world - a loving family, classmates: the noble Garrone,
the brave Precossi, the naughty Nobis and many others, as well as
devoted teachers and the lively streets of Turin.
The school presented by the author is a place where students from
different social backgrounds, from different regions of Italy meet and
show how they coexist.
Is it just me that can see there is a resemblance to Brakenhale?
For decades, this book has been considered a kind of literary masterpiece
and has permanently entered the canon of reading literature for children
and adolescents, although I would be more inclined towards young
teenagers’ literature. Translated into many languages and adapted into
television mini-series’ and even animé, it is worth the effort to find out
how to write so well without using adjectives (well...almost).
I suppose you could argue that the characters are "unreal" and hard to
believe in... But after all, it is a book written for children (in the
nineteenth century), so "all tricks" are allowed if it is to entertain,
teach or interest. If someone can't believe in the characters of
Amicis’ heart, how would you believe in Alice and the
talking rabbit?
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Who to follow…
@turnerscience
Lots of posts, such as:
❖
❖
❖

Element of the day
Scientists you should know
Experiments you can do at home
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Thanks!
Want to see your content here next week?
Email us: athome@brakenhale.co.uk
Special thanks to all the people who made and
released these awesome resources for free:

﹡ Presentation template by SlidesCarnival
﹡ Photographs by Unsplash
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Brakenhale
At Home
Thank you for supporting us

