Brakenhale at Home
Week 6

Hello!

We are more than just a school, we are
a community!
Each week we will be posting messages from
people in and around the Bracknell area to see
what our local friends, family and neighbours
have been up to to keep spirits high!

2

Dear Parents/Carers
It has been a week of changed decisions from the government and conflicting advice
regarding the opening of schools and I am very aware that this has led to some anxiety for
people. I want to reassure you that we are following all current government guidance in
considering our plans, and parents in Year 10 and 12 have all been directly communicated
with. The current position is that from June 1st the school will be offering some part time
provision for students in Year 10 and 12 who would like to access it but there will be no onsite provision for any other year groups. This is with the exception of the original key worker
children list and all those in this category have previously been communicated with.
However whatever is thrown at us at #teambrakenhale we will deal with and this is no
different to usual! This edition shows how staff and students alike are still fully committed to
sharing experiences and ideas and keeping our community very much alive. It was lovely to
see the Senior leadership Team lead assemblies this week - if you haven't watched these yet
please follow the links on the website under the school closure work page. On Tuesday we will
release the Head of Year assembly to each year group so look out for those too!
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Dear Parents/Carers
The building work on the school site is now back in full swing. The asbestos removal is well
underway in the old school and demolition is planned to begin on June 1st so watch this space
and the skyline! We also now have contractors working on the remaining old block
(IT/SEN/Music and Art/Drama). Greenshaw Learning Trust have funded over half a million
pounds to clad and reroof most of this building and we anticipate this taking approximately 3
months. Nothing ever stands still at Brakenhale!

I really hope that you are all safe and well and please do let us know if there is anything we
can do to support you further.
My very best wishes

Jane Coley, Headteacher
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▧ Fun Friday Challenge
Each week at Brakenhale and across the Trust we
run the Fun Friday Challenge.
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Fun Friday Challenge
Theatrical recipe recital:
The Lord's Scone
Our oven, which heateth at 220,
Siftest thy flour,
The salt beest addeth,
Thy butt'r beest cutteth,
In cubes, rubbest in with mineth owneth fing'rtips,
Giveth this concoction our golden cast'r sugar,
And f'rgive us our egg cracking,
As we forgive the beating of the butt'rmilk,
But bringeth our mixtures togeth'r,
F'r thine is soft,
Not sticky, 'r dryeth,
Rolleth and shapeth,
Cook.

Chores in Posh Outfit

▧

Last week was the Task
Master Challenge.

▧

Here are some of the
entries…

James, 7E
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Fun Friday Challenge – Task Master
Self Portrait with Eyes Closed
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Fun Friday Challenge – Task Master
Fill a Hat with H, A, T items
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Fun Friday Challenge – Task Master
Your Pet doing Your Homework
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Fun Friday Challenge – Task Master
Your Pet doing Your Homework
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Fun Friday Challenge – Task Master
Your Pet doing Your Homework

14

Fun Friday Challenge
▧ Next week’s Fun
Friday Challenge is
GLT’s Got Talent!
▧ #TogetheratHome
▧ Film a short video of
you performing to
share with the
community
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Get Active: GLAMS Competition – Miss Willimott
▧
▧
▧

▧

GLAMS (Girls Leadership and Management Squad) is about a group of girls who want to
have their say within PE. They want to develop their leadership skills by organising
events and working together as a team. If this sounds like you and you would like to be
part of it, please join the google classroom.
Rounders is a popular girls sport to play at Brakenhale and Miss Rushby and myself,
probably along with you, are missing it. We need to get our fix somehow,
so Rounders England have designed a competition which we would love
Brakenhale to take part in.
The GLAMS would like to introduce an exciting competition,
open to BOYS and GIRLS!

How would you like to design and win your own
Rounders Bat!
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Get Active: GLAMS Competition - Reminder
▧
▧
▧
▧
▧
▧
▧
▧

The competition is simple, all you need to do is design your own rounders bat
and a poster explaining a Top Rounders Warm up/Exercise to do from home!

To download a pack, all you need to do is click on the link.
You can help the GLAMS and design your own rounders bat.
The competition is open to both BOYS AND GIRLS!
Once you have completed your entry, please can you email it to
lwillimott@brakenhale.co.uk
If you have any questions, please get in touch on the above email address.
Remember if you want to make a difference in how girls enjoy sport, become
a member of the GLAMS.

More information on the GLAMS google classroom, code: ooj7inc
Miss Willimott and the GLAMS
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CLICK FOR FULL DETAILS
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CLICK FOR RESOURCES

Check into the Google Classroom to keep up-to-date
with competitions, activities and the news.
Class code: hgqkmuh
Currently, we are asking students to create a design
for our club. We want this to promote equality and
the rest is up to your amazing minds!
Please share your designs on the Google Classroom.
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School Lottery

Supporting the NHS
Send us pics of your rainbows to cheer
us all up!
Email: athome@brakenhale.co.uk
Kit's (aged 3) colouring in of a rainbow proudly displayed in our
window for NHS workers. He likes to go out to the front garden to
look at it and say "thank you!" even if there's no one around!
Hope you are all keeping well!
Ms Clark
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Head of House: Swinley
A little bit about your House Captain Mrs Raby
Name? Mrs Raby
Head of House? Swinley

How long have you been head of House? I have been head of Swinley for nearly 3 years.
Events that you do within your house System? I try and get involved in all of them or
make sure I am supporting.
What does the house system means to you? The house system means a lot to me. I love being part of
a team and getting to praise and reward the students in my house.
Your favourite sport to watch? I love watching gymnastics, particularly in the Olympics. Those people
are like superheroes.
Your favourite sport to play? I enjoy swimming

Football team you support? not applicable.....
Activities you like out of school? I love going to the theatre, spending time with my family and visiting
national trust coffee shops to eat cake!
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House Captains: Swinley
▧

Be a positive role model in terms of attendance,
behaviour, your goals and values

▧

Help to organise and arrange house competitions and
events throughout the year

▧
▧

Be a confident speaker and communicator

▧

This position of responsibility looks great on CVs,
prefect and UCAS applications

▧

To apply – email Mrs Raby araby@brakenhale.co.uk outlining why you would make a good house captain

Support those in your house building a sense of
community
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YOUR
HOUSE
NEEDS

YOU

Joshua
Frazer
Daniela
Ryan

7A
7B
7N
7R

Happy Birthday # 11th to 17th May
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SSC & Parentzone: Tips to Help Children with Remote Learning

▧

Child online safety during lockdown: where to report (» click to access)

Technology has been a life-saver throughout the lockdown period and it has enabled
children to stay connected to their friends and school community. But despite all the
benefits, online risks have not gone away.
We've pulled together a list of support services that might be useful if a child has had
a troubling online experience or needs to report inappropriate content.

▧

Facebook Gaming: what parents should know (» click to access)

As game streaming has seen a surge in popularity during the lockdown period,
Facebook has launched a new, standalone app for its own streaming platform,
aiming to give users a more pure gaming experience.
Here’s everything parents need to know about the new Facebook Gaming app and
advice on how to help their child use it in a safe and enjoyable way.
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Riley
Macey
Mia
Amieé-Maé

8A
8A
8E
8N

Happy Birthday # 11th to 17th May
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Parenting Special Children Courses
▧

Parenting Special Children is a
Charitable Company and they run
courses and support groups

For help and advice or if you just need to talk:

▧

https://www.parentingspecialchildr
en.co.uk/news/coronavirus/

Tel: 0118 9863532, email:
dss@parentingspecialchildren.co.uk

▧

They are running the events online
via Zoom. They are free for
Berkshire families (£5 refundable
booking deposit) or at a nominal
cost.

▧
▧

Helpline and Diagnosis Support Service (Mon –
Thur, 10am – 2.30pm)

Trauma and Attachment Service
Tel: 07557 102623, email:
tas@parentingspecialchildren.co.uk
Sleep Service
Email: sleep@parentingspecialchildren.co.uk

Community Support Groups

Please visit their website for more
details and to book

Tel: 07810 689679, email:
supportgroups@parentingspecialchildren.co.uk

Please see a summary on the
following page…

For any other enquiries please email
admin@parentingspecialchildren.co.uk
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Parenting Special Children Courses
Understanding and supporting children’s behaviour during the COVID-19 lockdown - Mon: 11, 18
and 25 May: 7:30-9pm
A series of three 90 minute online linked webinars to support families of children with SEND during
the Covid-19 lockdown. You will be booking to attend all 3 webinars.
Sensory Processing Workshop - Mon 11 May: 7.30-9pm
Dads & Male Carers Support Group - Tues 12 May: 7.30-9.30pm
Pre and Post Assessment Workshops: Autism - These webinars have been set up individually - please
book to attend all 3.
Introduction to Autism (1 of 3) - Tues 12 May: 7-8.30pm
Anxiety & Autism (2 of 3) - Tues 19 May: 7-8.30pm
Behaviour & Autism (3 of 3) - Tues 26 May: 7-8.30pm
Kinship Carers Support Group - Wed 13 May: 11am-12pm

Creating a ‘new normal’: Managing attachments in lockdown workshop - Wed 20 May: 7.30-9pm and
Thur 21 May: 12.30-2pm
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Jessica
Matthew

9A
9E

Happy Birthday # 11th to 17th May
34

Coronavirus and mental health: Supporting someone during Covid-19
mind, the mental health charity
Checking in on your family, friends and colleagues is always important. But during the coronavirus
outbreak this will be more important than ever.

Lots of us are feeling worried about the ongoing coronavirus outbreak. While the focus is often on
physical health, it's important to remember the impact on our mental health too. You don't need to
be an expert on mental health to be there for someone. Think about using our three top tips:
1) Check in: You might not be able to meet face-to-face, but picking up the phone, having a video
call, starting a group chat or messaging someone on social media lets them know you are there to
talk and ready to listen.
2) Listen and reflect: Whether you have a mental health problem or not, this will be a challenging
time for our mental health and wellbeing. If someone opens up to you, remember that you don't
need to fix things or offer advice. Often just listening, and showing you take them seriously, can
help someone to manage.
3) Ask questions: Ask how people are managing, and ask again if you're worried they aren't sharing
the full picture. Asking again, with interest, can help someone to open up and explore what
they're feeling.
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Hristina
10A
Jackson 10B
Agnescca 10A

Happy Birthday # 11th to 17th May
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Mental Health

from Ms Bounds

▧

Mental Health Awareness Week 18th May-24th May 2020 ) | Time To
Change

▧

Mental Health can affect anyone, and sometimes all it needs is just to talk to
someone, it could be a friend, family member, teacher, but if you can't talk
to these people. Then there are support groups you can call, and they are
there to listen.
Please don't ever think you are alone.

Be Kind to yourself and others ❤

37

Niketa Amar

11K

Happy Birthday # 11th to 17th May
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Mental Health
▧

Ahead of Mental Health
Awareness Week next week,
Place2Be has launched virtual
Kindness Cups - a way to celebrate
acts of kindness taking place
across school communities (and
beyond!)

▧

Please do take a look at the link
below!
https://www.place2be.org.uk/kind
ness
Stay safe and well
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from Mr Read-Linton

▧

Heads Together are producing a
daily 60 Second Support series,
bringing tips and ideas from
experts at their charity partners to
help us take small steps to look
after our wellbeing, and that of
those around us.

▧

https://www.headstogether.org.uk
/60-second-support/

Faye

P16E

Happy Birthday # 11th to 17th May
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A Poem by James Carr, 7E
The silent streets are ghost like below,
No children, no adults as there is nowhere to go,
The streets that were so thick with laughter, screams and shouts
Are quiet now because no-ones about
And everyone is trying to reassure us that everything is fine
But this world right now is not what I know as mine
Everyone is really confused and scared
But It's nothing compared
To the NHS staff who save our lives
All our husbands and wives
They know that some people will die
But they still try
To save everyone
41

Mental Health
▧
▧
▧

▧

from Ms Bounds

Every Mind Matters | One You
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mindmatters/?WT.tsrc=Search&WT.mc_id=MentalHealthGeneric&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI0u28
4uWu6QIV6oBQBh1LrwdJEAAYASAAEgI9tPD_BwE
Contact Us | Samaritans
https://www.samaritans.org/how-we-can-help/contact-samaritan/
Emotional Wheel
https://www.mentallyhealthyschools.org.uk/resources/emotion-wheel/
NSPCC
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/childrens-mental-health/depressionanxiety-mental-health/
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Dear Diary: Ms Pickett

▧ Doing some Maths
work
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YoungMinds are fighting for young people’s mental health
from Mr Read-Linton
They urgently need the Government to support young people through this crisis
▧

Many of us are taking one day at a time, trying to get through the biggest health crisis that we’ve ever
faced. But what happens now will have a lasting impact on young people’s mental health.

▧

More than 8 out of 10 young people have said the coronavirus pandemic has made their mental health
worse and are worried about what the future will bring.

▧

That’s why youngminds has launched a petition calling on the Government to look #BeyondTomorrow
and to take urgent action to make sure that, as we emerge from this pandemic, all young people can get
the help they need when they need it.

They are calling on the Government to:
▧

Ensure that all young people and families who need immediate mental health support can get it, to
prevent the pandemic from having long-term consequences for young people’s mental health.

▧

Help schools and professionals to support young people with their mental health during and after the
pandemic.

▧

Commit to introducing additional support for young people’s mental health beyond the pandemic to
tackle the anticipated rise in mental health needs

Sign the petition: tell the Government to look #BeyondTomorrow
https://act.youngminds.org.uk/we-need-government-look-beyondtomorrow-and-support-young-peoples-mentalhealth?utm_source=eshot&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=beyond_tomorrow_2019&utm_content=other_launch
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Dear Diary: Mrs Bradley
▧

This afternoon, my daughter Poppy, asked for a haircut. Not many
people know this but I am actually a qualified hair stylist with
around 22 years experience. 19 of which I spent working at Toni
and Guy as an Artistic Director (sounds fancy doesn't it).

▧

Poppy wanted her length taken shorter with some internal layering
and some graduated layering around her face. She had some hair
inspiration from a show she's been watching on Netflix.

▧

This style of haircut will lighten the feel of her hair, as it's
reasonably thick; due to her having slightly wavy hair, she can leave
it to dry naturally for that 'beachy' hair look.

▧

I had to blow dry it straight after cutting it as I needed to check the
precision of the cut, and also release some extra weight through
slicing out some of the layering.

▧

At least Poppy has lovely lockdown hair, not like me 🙄

▧

She is very happy with it!
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👦👧👨 👩

Teacher
Appreciation

In the States recently it was teacher appreciation week.
We have asked the Year 7s if there were any teachers
they wanted to show their appreciation for, and some
of them have written messages for some of our
teachers! Please see the messages they've written
interspersed throughout this newsletter.

Miss Turner & the Year 7 Team
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Dear Diary: Ms Bounds
A day in the life of Coco

▧
▧
▧
▧
▧
▧
▧
▧
▧

Get Up
Get Fed
Sleep a bit more
Do my yoga stretches
Play a bit of Frisby
Sleep a bit more

Go for a walk
Get Fed
Sleep

▧

But I did manage to see
what this working from
home was like!!!
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Teacher Appreciation
👦 Mr Collins
▧

▧

👩 Ms Raby

Callum: Hi sir, I just wanted to say
thank you for making us all laugh
and making fun of me even
though it is annoying 😂 Thanks
Liam: Gday Sir I hope you are
doing well and not running low on
Vegemite. Thanks for helping me
with geography and for being the
best teacher.
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▧

Ishe: Thank you for everything that
you have done for me I really
appreciate it!

▧

Jessica: Thank you for all you do
for me and our whole tutor, you
really push me in dance to be the
best I can be!

▧

Amelia: For being an awesome and
magnificent teacher and telling us
what is right and wrong! I think
this because she makes the class
smile!

Dear Diary: Miss Willimott
▧

Hi all of Farley, I hope you all had a lovely
bank holiday weekend and enjoyed the sun
before the wind came on Sunday!

▧

I also hope it gave you time to be creative
with this week's Fun Friday!

▧

This week there were 5 tasks for you to
complete. You did not have to complete
them all! It's all about taking part (and
winning House Points for Farley of course
😀)

▧
▧
▧

Here are some of my entries!
I look forward to seeing yours!
COME ON FARLEY WE CAN DO THIS!!!!
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Teacher Appreciation
👧 Mrs Fotheringham
▧

👩 Ms Wilhelmy

Brooke: You have made me have
fun in lessons. I have learnt so
much more than I would of
thought and you are really kind :)

👧 Mr Anderson
▧

Olivia: I miss English. You are my
favourite teacher. 😄
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▧

Jack:
Thank you for the great advice and
positive feedback for my artwork
and giving me a great website to
draw from to make my art even
better.

▧

Ella-Ann:
Kind and supports me when
learning .

Dear Diary: Mr Curtis
▧ Here are a few images
of my family, helping
with DIY, building kits,
the remains of cushion
and another pair of my
wife's sandals the dog
(Tom) has chewed!!!!!
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Teacher Appreciation
👧 Miss Bunkell
▧

▧

👨 Mr Potter
▧
▧

Dana: Thank you for the amazing
history lessons

Barrie: Thanks for making history
lessons not that boring anymore

👩 Ms Bounds

▧

Juan: For sending more work for us
Rylie: thank you for helping me, for
telling me how to do better in the
football matches and for also
helping me learn new skills in PE I
would never think of

👩 Mrs Duffy

▧

Milo: Thank you for always being
around to support me!
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Luke: I am so lucky that I have
such a great tutor!

Dear Diary: Claudia P, Sixth Form

▧ My pup Archie wasn’t
impressed😂

▧ Deciding which google
classroom to open last
night.
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Teacher Appreciation
👦 Mr Kingston
▧

👨 Mr George
▧

Jose: Thanks for making your
lessons enjoyable

👧 Mr Budden
▧

Ella: He has helped me with my
work.

👩 Ms Faluyi
▧

Luca: He is a fun, nice, chilled out
teacher and his lessons are fun.
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Callum: you are an amazing
teacher, you always make us laugh
and you give us loads of house
points

Book Review
▧

The Passengers
by
John Mars

▧

Ms Bunkell
○ I read this book last
summer and have
since recommended it
to others and
everyone loves it.

Please note this book is probably only suited to sixth
form and adults due to the nature of the material.
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It's a fast paced thriller which you can
easily see as something that happens
in the future, when the world has
moved to driverless cars. It's also a very
interesting social commentary on
social media, and how perceptions can
be deceiving. I could not put this book
down and read it in about a day and a
half. The blurb says it better than I do
and I don't want to say too much and
give too much away . . .I'd rather leave
it for people to read. But it is honestly
the best book I've read in the last year.

Teacher Appreciation
👧 Dr Robson
▧

Natalia: For helping me through this year and always supporting me throughout
my competitions in gymnastics and other things

▧

Daniel: Thank you for giving me house points and shout outs.

▧

Amber: Thank you for being very supportive in this hard time, While I'm at home I
have planted some fruit and vegetables while I'm bored and sadly I can't plant
trees as there isn’t any room for it. Stay safe, and hope to see you soon! :)

▧

Alexandra: Thanks for being such a great teacher and for the work you do for the
Eco club. Very much appreciated. :)

▧

Scarlett: For being a funny science teacher and now I miss science lessons at
school.
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Huge thanks to
Anne Smith who
kindly dropped in
cakes for our hard
working members
of staff - thank
you so much you certainly
made Mr Beukes'
Day!
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Teacher Appreciation
👧 Ms Lawry
▧

Valeria: thank for today's lesson it was a fun lesson to do and it did help me because it was to
do with music and my dream and the rap part was a bit tricky because I tried to write lyrics
before but it did not really work out so I will be working on it.

▧
▧
▧
▧
▧

Sidnie: thank you for helping me when I needed it really badly.

▧

Hannah: thank you for being our tutor

Scarlet: Thanks for keep up with some of our needs and random question we asked.
Grace: Thank you for being a great tutor since September.
Maizy: For being funny and brightening my days up !
Alessandro: Thank you for being the best tutor, teacher and drama teacher, you have helped
me a lot and I just want to say a big thank you

58

Book Review
▧

The Chronicles of
Narnia
by
C. S. Lewis

▧

A book review
from one of our
EAL students who
just joined us last
year.

Tells the story of siblings Lucinka, Edmund, Zuzana
and Petr, who manage to get to another world with
the help of a magic box during a game of hide and
seek in the country residence of an eccentric
professor. Narnia, in which they find themselves,
turns out to be a charming and peaceful country
inhabited by talking animals. Elves, fauna, centaurs
and giants, who, thanks to the curse of the evil
White Witch Jadisa, are doomed to eternal winter.
Under the risky noble and mysterious monarch, the
lion Aslan, the children decide to stand up to the
powerful witch. He must break her ice spell and
free the empire forever.
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Teacher Appreciation
👧 Mrs Lewis
▧

Francesco: Thank you for the really fun
English lessons I have had and thank you
for spreading positivity

▧

Kelsie: I chose Miss Lewis because she is
an amazing English Teacher to me

▧

Courtney : I want to say that she is an
amazing teacher and is there to help
everyone when they are down or stuck.
So I just wanted to tell her thank you for
being an amazing teacher.
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Tilly’s Tips and
Woo Hoo Moments
For Staying Alert, Coping with Corona Virus and
getting as many positives out of lockdown as you
can…
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Tilly’s Tips
Tilly’s Tip No 4 for 'Getting The
Most out of Coronvirus'

Tilly’s tip for 'Staying Alert' during
Corona Virus

▧ Ask for takeaways - all the

▧ When walking down the street

adults seem to say yes every
time I ask - they are fed up of
cooking and don't get to go
out to restaurants all the
time!

make sure you move quickly
right out of the way of other
people approaching - if you
don't your Mummy will shout at
you to do it; unfortunately
there are lots of people who
aren't as alert as us about the
germs!
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Tilly’s Tips
Tilly’s Tips for 'Staying Alert'

Tilly’s Tips for 'Staying Alert'

▧ You have to keep your

▧ Read my Aunty Helen's

brain working during
lockdown as there are lots
of people on the news especially 'you know who
with the yellow mad hair’
- who will keep trying to
confuse you!!!!!!

quotes - they really make you
think....
"We are all at sea together
but some of us are in
different boats.”

63

Book Review
▧

The Club Dumas
by
Arturo Perez-Reverte

▧

Miss Cmok

("The Ninth Gate“, a film
directed by Roman Polansk,i
was adapted from PerezReverte's novel, however
missing the most important
subplot along with many
characters.)

A mystery crime novel where The Bible intersects with The
Three Musketeers and opens The Nine Doors of the
Kingdom of Shadow.
The protagonist, Lucas Corso, is set for an extraordinary
adventure through literacy heaven and historical hell. On
his journey Corso encounters a number of intriguing,
hypnotical and obsessed characters plaited together with
teasing strands leaving the reader wondering whether
Dumas' genius narrative was the result of a pact with
Satan.
"The Club Dumas" is a witty and clever, intelligent and
delightful novel nominated for several awards and
translated into 29 languages in more than 50 countries.
Discover links to many e-books: https://manybooks.net/
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Science at Home: Fizz Inflator
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Eco Club Zone
▧

Can you switch to
walking and cycling
more regularly?

▧

Worldwide, air pollution
contributes to 4.2 Million
deaths per year.

▧

It has significantly negative
effects on the environment
too and contributes to climate
change.

▧ Transportation and
burning fossil fuels

contribute to air pollution.
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Eco Club Zone
▧

How can we help
post lockdown?
▧

Air pollution
levels have
dropped by
more than
40% in a
number of UK
cities during
the lockdown.
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▧

This is due to fewer people
driving to work and fewer
aeroplanes flying.

▧

Can we continue to reduce the
use of cars and planes in a
post-lockdown world?

▧

Think about buying fewer
items that use fossil fuels
when they are made.

▧

Could you go on holiday more
locally, rather than taking a
plane?

▧

Thanks!
Want to see your content
here next week?
Email us at:
athome@brakenhale.co.uk
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Brakenhale at Home
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