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HIGH EXPECTATIONS

#teambrakenhale

“My aim as the Headteacher of Brakenhale is to
support, develop and encourage our students
in order to equip them academically
and socially for their futures.”
JANE COLEY, HEADTEACHER

Welcome to Brakenhale
I would like to welcome you to Brakenhale where success is inevitable. A fast moving centre
for learning, fully focused on high expectations and challenge.

W
“Massive congratulations on your fabulous
Ofsted report. You and your team have worked
so tirelessly and what an impact you have had.
You all must be so, so delighted. Please do
pass on my congratulations to the team.”
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e are the fastest growing
secondary school in Bracknell
Forest, and one of the most heavily
over-subscribed. This year we had over 500
preferences for 210 places in Year 7, which is
something we have worked hard to achieve
and are very proud of. Brakenhale is now the
school of choice for many parents because
of our strong focus on high standards and
outstanding teaching. Our examination
results have improved significantly across
the last four years. Many students at
Brakenhale are leaving with results far in
excess of what they had been predicted to
achieve against national benchmarks with a
significant increase in students gaining top
grades across the board. Our Post 16 results
are amongst the best in the local area. This
is an outstanding achievement and shows
that our drive and commitment to improve

the life chances of all our students is
working. This year our hard work and success
was recognised by Ofsted who awarded
us an overall ‘Good’ status with 3 of the
categories at ‘Outstanding’. I am very proud
to work alongside established teachers
and leaders with a proven track record in
delivering high quality learning results with
excellent outcomes for students.
The school has a very strong ethos centred
on the belief that every student has the
right to achieve their potential. It is this
which drives and motivates all members
of our community in supporting all of
our students in their learning. I have very
high standards and expectations of our
students, which they continue to meet. They
have embraced the change in the school
with great passion and they are fiercely
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proud of being #teambrakenhale. They are an
exceptional group of young people who play a
significant role in creating a warm, positive and
friendly community that has a very special feel
to it. We were thrilled that this was recognised
at the Pride of Bracknell Awards 2019 where
we were awarded ‘School of the Year’.
My aim as the Headteacher of Brakenhale
is to continue to support, develop and
encourage our students in order to equip
them academically and socially for their
futures. I very much look forward to
welcoming both you and your child to
our school and for you to benefit from
this excellent learning environment.
Jane Coley, Headteacher
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#teambrakenhale

“Well done Ms Coley and the whole education and support
team. I am delighted for you all and so proud to say
my son attends this school. What a fabulous and
thoroughly well deserved confirmation of
all the hard work and dedication.”

The Brakenhale Community
The strength of the Brakenhale community is one of the school’s primary assets, and our
#teambrakenhale is testimony to everyone working together and for each other. The way in which
strong relationships are formed between staff, students and families, due to the common goal
of seeing the students achieve the best they can, is clear for all to see.

O
“The communication from school to home is exceptional
– really appreciate the weekly newsletters from both the
school and year group, plus emails that are sent to
inform of any other goings on. Thank you!”
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ur smart uniform is worn with pride
and all students are happy to be here.
Underpinning the academic success
is a host of out-of-school activities and
enrichment opportunities, which range from
academic, cultural and business to sporting,
performing and leading. We have had some
great sporting successes over recent years.
Our students compete at all levels from
local community and school participation,
right up to national and international
sporting honours. We have students who
represent their country in gymnastics and
handball, along with county golf, rugby and
football players. A number of our teams
have made it through to the county finals,
regularly so in football.

We are very proud of the achievements
of all our students across all subject areas
and extra-curricular activities. Within our
Performing Arts Faculty (Drama, Dance
and Music) over recent years we have
had a number of students perform across
the country, one Sixth Form student most
notably taking the lead role as Tommo in
Private Peaceful at South Hill Park and
touring to the Edinburgh Fringe Festival
with Animalphabet. Within Dance, students
have progressed to study at prestigious
institutes including the Northern School of
Contemporary Dance, Laban, Italia Conte
and Chichester University; one sixth former
represents the country in Dance as part of
the National Youth Dance Company.
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Our House system goes from strength
to strength – our Houses of Farley,
Swinley, Jennetts and Temple support and
encourage a real sense of participation and
togetherness across the whole school and
all year groups.
We are a happy, welcoming, multicultural
school, which continues to grow rapidly
due to the strength of the entire
Brakenhale community.
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#teambrakenhale

“Thank you so much for your hospitality on Tuesday when
I visited. From the moment I stepped into the school,
everyone showed great kindness, enthusiasm and a true
dedication to the students. The atmosphere in the school is
one of nurturing and caring which is evident in the respect
shown by both staff and students to each other. I was
impressed with the attitude and behaviour of
the students who were a credit to you all.”

Raising Achievement
and Aspirations
Brakenhale believes that every student should achieve their true potential
and unlock doors as a result of an outstanding education.

L
“I’m so pleased with this school, as a team you are
passionate about the children and their education, the
teaching standards are high and the teachers have a
great relationship with the students. Parent and school
interaction is fantastic and informative and
you are brilliant at managing negative
behaviour and student support!”
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essons are engaging and staff are
relentless in ensuring that every
young person in their care stretches
themselves above and beyond where they
thought they could reach. As a result of
these high expectations, results in 2018
saw the percentage of Brakenhale students
exceed the GCSE national average in both
English and Mathematics. Building on this
foundation, our Sixth Form was graded
“Outstanding” by Ofsted in January
2019 and leaders “raise the aspirations
of all students”.

Our curriculum is broad, balanced and
designed to offer memorable experiences
whilst being challenging at all times. There
is a blend of academic and vocational
qualifications at both Key Stage 4 and 5,
including partnerships with local colleges
and businesses, in order to open up a wide
variety of career paths and meet the needs
of all learners. We strive to ensure that
effective communication between home
and school creates a partnership in your
child’s education allowing everyone around
the child to raise both their aspirations
and achievement.
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HIGH EXPECTATIONS

#teambrakenhale

“It is excellent to see how the ethos of High Expectations
is being reinforced all the time. Learning to have selfrespect and respect for others is critical for our young
people. Knowing that they can come to school each day,
with clear boundaries and expectations means that
they can get on with learning and achieving.”

High Quality Learning
and Teaching
At Brakenhale we believe in the power of positive thinking
and purposeful practice.

A
“The care from staff in this school goes above and
beyond; from lessons, lunchtime, first aid
and after school clubs, we thank you all.”
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lthough this can be seen more
obviously in the world of sport, we
believe that this can be applied to
how students learn too. Our brains are like
any other muscle and like other muscles
need exercising. We endeavour to show
our students that nothing is fixed and that
like everything else our intelligence can be
enhanced through persistent purposeful
effort. This is done through creating
a growth mindset culture in staff and
students alike, both through the taught
and hidden curriculum. Effort, resilience
and grit are qualities which we seek to
foster and nurture.

We have been developing an increasing
focus on ‘Metacognition’ in the last 18
months with all staff being trained in this
pedagogy. We are now firmly focused
on encouraging and enabling all of our
students to regularly ‘think about their
thinking’ in order to ensure they approach
their learning in the very best way
possible for them.
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#teambrakenhale

“So many after school clubs take place and
are widely advertised through parent news
and seen in school class rooms. Thank you
to the staff that give up your time.”

Enrichment
The Brakenhale School is committed to maintaining high aspirations among our students.

W

“The change in the school, its approach to teaching, the
mutual respect, enabling and empowering students
to be the best they can be has been wonderful to
watch and I am so glad and proud to say
my son attends this school.”
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ith dedicated staff members forging
links to the surrounding businesses
and youth projects; opportunities
for our students to uncover their personal
and enterprising skills are ever-growing.
The Personal, Social, Health and Economic
education programme covers everything
from social skills to study skills, understanding
your body and internet safety to preparing a
CV. Each year group follows an age relevant
programme of study designed to support
their educational and personal development.
This is delivered by their own form tutors
so that the programme resonates with
the individuals that they mentor.
Extra-curricular opportunities are essential
to nurturing the talents and gifts that make
us unique, many staff are given the chance
to work with our fantastic young people
to support the drive for academic and

pastoral progress. It offers a different kind
of challenge and teaches us all to create,
collaborate and persevere. Brakenhale
has continued year on year to deliver high
quality Sport, Dance, Drama, Music and
Art opportunities. Students can represent
Brakenhale in local and national competitions
in their chosen field. New to Brakenhale is
the Combined Cadet Force. This programme
will run out across year 8-13 students to
deliver leadership, teamwork and adventure
opportunities. In partnership with the British
Forces, the CCF programme allows students
to challenge themselves across a range of
activities from first aid and survival, parading,
shooting and adventurous activities.
Science, Technology, Engineering and
Maths (STEM) is a pioneering vision across
Brakenhale to raise the awareness of the
STEM related opportunities and careers.
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Brakenhale endeavours to target students
suitable for STEM activities via trips to
local businesses, house competitions
and STEM links with the Oxford Brookes
University and Universities of Reading
and Surrey.
The historical and prestigious Duke of
Edinburgh award has continued to grow in
success at Brakenhale. Students can access
the Bronze, Silver and Gold awards from
Year 9 onwards.
Throughout the year Brakenhale students
are fortunate to access a range of academic,
career, adventure and rewards trips. Working
in partnership with Universities, businesses
and organisations we can offer students
a diverse delivery of educational and
work related skill opportunities.
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#teambrakenhale

“Many congratulations to you and the staff at Brakenhale
for your achievements. You have all worked tirelessly to
make positive changes – this Ofsted report and the
exam results recently show just how much of
an impact this hard work has made.”

A Place to Grow
Brakenhale is an inclusive community of students from a diverse
range of backgrounds with a diverse range of needs.

W

e aim to develop the social
skills, self-esteem, self-confidence,
global understanding and personal
awareness that the young people of tomorrow
will need to succeed. Our pastoral system is
at the heart of how we ensure this happens.

“I have only requested Brakenhale School as our
preferred school because I feel this is the only
school our child will truly flourish in.”
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Tutors follow a tutor group through their
school career whenever possible to ensure
those relationships remain strong. This
structure allows us to ensure that no
students go unnoticed. Relationships between
our students and tutors are warm and open;
our staff believe in every young person and
encourage a growth mindset – believing that
everything is possible if you give it a go and
work hard enough!

We pride ourselves on understanding and
providing for the needs of all our students.
We understand that sometimes extra
support is required if students are to
succeed in school and in turn the school
has allocated resources and staffing to
facilitate our aim that every pupil fulfils
their potential. We are very proud of our
Student Support Centre and our Nurture
provision. The staff in this area lead across
the school in ensuring all students are
effectively supported.
Brakenhale provides students with a
structure for all, yet it is also very much
focused on the individual. Our pastoral
system makes growth possible.
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#teambrakenhale

“Many congrats, on the Ofsted outcome. This is a
real validation of the hard work and focus that you
have devoted to turning around the school. It is your
inspirational leadership that has pushed this along and
you must be very proud of your team – rightly so!
You need to know that you don’t just inspire your own
team, but many of us who know and respect you,
your values and driven approach.”

Dynamic Futures – Post 16

B

rakenhale Sixth Form is ‘Outstanding’
and we are incredibly proud of our
Post 16 provision.

“The atmosphere and the feel of the school is amazing.
I feel it, the young people I have taught before
or personally know, feel it and parents
are saying it too. Thank you.”
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Over the past few years our results have
consistently shown our students making
outstanding progress and this has led
to a rapid change in university and
apprenticeship destinations. For the first
time in the school’s history we are proud
to say that one of our students has been
offered a place by Oxford University (2019)
and that over 85% of our Year 13 students
in 2019 applied to university. We are
delighted that our students have the
aspirations, ambition and dreams we
know they are capable of achieving.
Our curriculum is broad and offers a range
of A-Levels and BTEC Level 3 courses to

cater for our student intake. We were
proud that OFSTED reported that the Sixth
Form is ‘inclusive’ and our disadvantaged
students make great progress as well.
Beyond the curriculum students are
asked to volunteer and support the
younger students as well as completing
an enrichment course such as Sports
Leaders, the Extended Project or Arts
Award. We do this as we believe in the
development of the student’s characters
as well as their academic potential.

The Sixth Form is based on the top floor
of the new building and is given the degree
of independence that Post 16 students are
looking for with their own social and quiet
study spaces along with several bespoke
Sixth Form only classrooms.

Students are treated like adults and are
rewarded for their attendance, grades and
contribution to Sixth Form community and
this resulted in OFSTED writing “Students are
extremely complimentary about the Sixth
Form. They feel valued and respected”.
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HIGH EXPECTATIONS

#teambrakenhale

“I just wanted to take this opportunity to congratulate
you on such a fantastic Ofsted report. You and your
team have worked so hard for the students, and
we as parents to two of them, are very grateful.
Thank you and well done!”

Trust me, Trust us – feedback

“It is a breath of fresh air how on the ball you are with
all areas. Thank you for taking such good care
of your students and parents.”
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“It has been my privilege to have been the
Chair of Governors at Brakenhale School
since April 2015. I have been associated
with Brakenhale School for almost thirty
years, having taught locally in the 80s,
worked on Brakenhale’s site in the 90s and
more recently working as an education
adviser. To experience the improvements
that have taken place over the past four
years has been overwhelming! The team
of professional volunteers who make up
our governing body is now well-placed
to set the vision and strategic direction
for the school. We share the ambition of
the headteacher and senior leaders and
challenge the actions taken to fulfil their
aspirations. We all have high expectations
for and of one another.

Under the leadership of Jane Coley and
with the support of The Greenshaw
Learning Trust, Brakenhale has become
the school of choice for parents and
their children in the local community and
beyond. The reasons for this are clear and
well documented in the Ofsted report
from January 2019 and obvious to visitors
who spend any time with our staff
and students.
The next decade will be a very exciting
time to work and study at Brakenhale,
starting with the move to the new building
in 2020. I look forward to meeting you
during your preparation to become part
of our community.”
Karen Roche, Chair of Governors
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#teambrakenhale

“Well done Brakenhale! A report to be proud of.
In our eyes Brakenhale is outstanding in every way.
Keep up the good work.”

Trust me, Trust us – parent feedback
“ Well done Brakenhale! A report to
be proud of. In our eyes Brakenhale
is outstanding in every way. Keep
up the good work.”
“ I just wanted to take this opportunity
to congratulate you on such a fantastic Ofsted report. You and your team have worked
so hard for the students, and we as parents
to two of them, are very grateful. Thank you
and well done!”

“Over the last 2 years Brakenhale has been on
an amazing journey, it is on the up, it’s going
to be the best. I heard they have a new
head and she’s doing wonders!”
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“ EVERYDAY at Brakenhale there are a large
number of teachers, including the headteacher, standing outside and around the
school even as far down as KFC and The
Parks to make sure the kids are safe and
acting in a good, well-behaved manner
on their way home.“

“ Thank you so much for your hospitality on
Tuesday when I visited. From the moment
I stepped into the school, everyone
showed great kindness, enthusiasm
and a true dedication to the students.
The atmosphere in the school is one of
nurturing and caring which is evident
in the respect shown by both staff and
students to each other. I was impressed
with the attitude and behaviour of the
students who were a credit to you all.”
“ I was at the Yr 3 and 4 indoor athletics
at the Sports Centre this afternoon (as a
parent) and just wanted to say how well
the Brakenhale students helping out
presented themselves. They all looked
really smart and undertook their roles
very responsibly and with confidence
– they really did themselves proud!”
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“ Over the last 2 years Brakenhale school has
been on an amazing journey, it
is on the up, it’s going to be the best.
I heard they have a new head and she’s
doing wonders!”
“ What an amazing morning we
had with your sixth formers. Bright, engaged, thoughtful, funny, wise
– and that’s just the half of it!”
“ What amazing staff you have.
Absolutely top notch and really great
at encouraging the students to talk with us.
We couldn’t have done it without them.”
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