Brakenhale School

OPEN EVENING
Thursday 20th September 2018
Departments open

:

Headteacher’s talks :

6pm to 8.30pm
6pm and 8pm

Due to Health and Safety regulations, once the Hall is full the doors will be closed and you
will need to attend the later talk – please note that the Headteacher’s talk will be recorded
and available on our website.

Welcome Message from the
Headteacher
A very warm welcome to Brakenhale. I am delighted that
you have come along to see the school and meet staff and
students this evening. During this important stage in your
child’s education we aim to provide you with a variety of
opportunities to get to know the school. Tonight’s Open
Evening will enable you to view the school and meet the
staff, whilst our school tours, from 24th September to 12th
October between 9.15am and 10.45am, will allow you to see for yourself the very
positive, cohesive and purposeful atmosphere we have at Brakenhale.
I will be giving two talks this evening, at 6pm and 8pm (both talks will be the same).
The rest of the evening will be an opportunity for you to be shown around the
school by our student guides.
I am extremely proud to be the Headteacher of Brakenhale School, which is moving
forward at a very rapid pace with outstanding teaching, supporting an ethos of
success and achievement.
I am committed to leading a school community, which is fully focussed on providing
a supportive and caring learning environment and is underpinned by high
expectations and challenge for all.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for visiting our school and I look
forward to working with you all.
We would welcome your feedback on our Open Evening and would be grateful if
you could take a minute to complete a short survey for us either by paper copy,
electronically using the computers in our Sixth Form area or alternatively, you can
use this QR code.

Jane Coley
Headteacher

Ground Floor

First Floor

Tour Route - Subject Classrooms
You can choose to come to either of the two talks given by Ms Coley at 6pm or 8pm in the main
hall. However, due to Health and Safety regulations, once the Hall is full the doors will be
closed and you will need to attend the later talk – please note that the Headteacher’s talk will
be recorded and available on our website.

Subject

Head of Department Room
/ Teaching Staff

Geography

Mr Mullett

G01

Can you match the food to the correct place on the map? From a variety of foods from around
the world see if you can match up the foods to the correct country: prizes given for correct
answers.
A brief overview of what we do at Key Stage 3 Geography.
Religious Studies

Miss Baveystock

G02

See Year 9 GCSE work and current displays of topics covered.
History

Mrs Gibbons

G03

Come to History to decipher the messages in Heraldic Coats of Arms and make your own too.
See what exciting subjects you could learn about in Key Stage 3 from Crusading Knights to the
Mogul Empire and beyond.
Sixth Form

Sixth Form – SF02

An opportunity to view our Sixth Form Centre and complete an electronic feedback survey.
Science

Mr Radcliffe

S02, S01

Visit the Science Department for some interactive Biology, Chemistry and Physics displays, and
an opportunity to discuss Science at Key Stage 3, 4 and 5.
We will be doing 3 dissections in the Science room S02; one at 6.30pm, one at 7pm, and one
at 7.30pm.
Student Support Centre

Miss Gill

Student Support Centre &
Bridge

What are you most looking forward to about starting at Brakenhale? What extra support might
you need? Come and tell us your ideas.
Staff will be available to answer all your questions about student support and SEN. You will
have the opportunity to meet with the Safeguarding Manager, SENCO, Student Support Coordinator, Family Support Worker, Nurture Group Co-ordinator and our Healthcare Coordinator.
Design & Technology

Mrs Higham

T02, T03, T05

There will be Resistant Materials, Graphics and Textiles product displays in T03.
In Food Technology you can watch students demonstrating their cooking skills and sample
some of the ‘delights’.
In T05 you can watch students making a variety of products.

ICT & Computing

Mr George

B13

Come and see our displays, have an attempt at programming and enjoy the quizzes and games.
Business Studies

Mr Bell

B15

Visit us to test your knowledge of brands and logos.
Speak to staff about the Business Studies and Economics courses available.
Students will be available to talk about the courses that they are taking.
Music

Mr Duffy, Mrs Hope

LS1, LS2

Enjoy some music from students rehearsing for our next show.
Mr Duffy - Head of Sixth Form will be based in this area if you have any questions regarding
Post 16 education at Brakenhale
Drama

Mrs Raby

Drama Studio

Watch a selection of performances from our current students; short extracts of work will be
rotated throughout the evening in our black box studio space.
Art & Photography

Miss Wilhelmy

A01, A02

Art and Photography work will be on display in A02. Students will be available to talk to parents
about Art and Photography at Brakenhale.
Dance

Mrs Duffy

Movement Studio

Year 11 students will be rehearsing their GCSE Set Phrases on a rotation during the evening;
this work is choreographed by the exam board and is performed as a solo.
PE

Mr Potter

Sports Hall, Trampoline
Centre

Football (find out how powerful your shot is using the latest technology from Adidas), Handball
and Trampoline displays.
Duke of Edinburgh Award

Mrs Daniels

LR1

Brakenhale is proud to offer the Duke of Edinburgh Award Programme to Year 9, 10 and 11
students. It is a popular Award that looks great on any application for colleges, universities
and future jobs. It is a growing award in the school and this year we had a brilliant take-up.
We have 30 students who will be completing their Bronze Award in Year 9 and 10 and 7 Year
10 students completing their silver award. We are delighted to say that 27 students in Years 9
and 10 completed their Bronze Award last year and all will be invited to complete their Silver
Award next year and 7 students completed their silver award. Come and see some photos
from previous expeditions, some of the tents and other camping gear we use and ask any
questions about the Award that you may have.
Learning Resource Centre

Mrs Daniels

LRC

Visit our valuable Learning Resources Centre, see some of our extensive range of books and
take part in our quiz.
New Build Contractors

Wates

M13

You will have the opportunity for a bird’s eye view of the building work for our new school from
the Math’s classroom M13.

Mathematics

Mr Dean

M14

Visit the Maths department for some maths puzzles and the chance to win a scientific calculator.
You will also have the opportunity to talk to us about the Key Stage 3, 4 and 5 curriculum.
High Achievers

Mrs Masson

M15

An opportunity to see a selection of work from our highest achievers across a variety of
subjects, the opportunities available and some of the recent successes of the school.
English as an Additional
Language

Miss Cmok

Connexions Room

An opportunity to meet with the EAL (English as an Additional Language) Coordinator to discuss
any concerns or find out information how to support children for whom English is not the only
language they use at home and within local communities. Examples of supporting materials
and resources will be on display and there will also be the opportunity to discuss the possibility
of taking a GCSE qualification in other languages.
Modern Foreign Languages

Miss Danset-Sales

C05

Join us in the MFL department to talk to staff about what your child can expect in Languages
next year.
English/Media

Mrs Cresswell

C02, C03

English: Fancy writing your name in Olde English or Viking? Or Spar with the Bard and see if
you can come up with an insult worse than ‘ Thou elvish-mark'd, abortive, rooting hog!’
Alternatively, for something more contemporary, come and ‘leaf’ a review of that fabulous book
you’ve just read on our story tree so that others can also go and enjoy the adventure whilst
wondering at our Roald Dahl display of heroes.
For the parents, this presents an opportunity for you to discuss the changes in the GCSE exams
with subject specialists and understand how these changes are reflected in the curriculum at
Key Stage 3. Additionally, texts to be studied across Years 7 to 11 will be on display for you to
peruse, as will be exemplars of the new GCSE exam papers. We look forward to seeing you.
Media: A popular choice for GCSE options and A Level, anything to do with Media is bound to
be an exciting place to visit. There will be a range of work available from students of previous
years and you will be able to watch students’ trailers as well as see the magazines and posters
that they have created.
The Media team will be available to discuss what students do for research projects and where
they get their inspiration from.
Dining Hall

Mr Azran/Mrs Silvey

Dining Hall

Our Head Chef and Catering Manager will be in the dining hall all evening to serve
complimentary tasters from the extensive school menu.

RESULTS #teambrakenhale

GCSE 2018 Results
Outstanding 2018 GCSE results: the best in the history of Brakenhale School!


The percentage of students achieving a Grade 4 (equivalent to an old C grade) in English
and Maths has risen by 12% to 60% and those achieving a Grade 5 in English and Maths
has increased by 11%.



In English, 71% of students achieved the Grade 4 and above – 11% higher than last
year and in Maths it was 68%, a 14% increase on last year. In addition, following our
constant focus on ‘High Expectations and Challenge’, almost 25% of the year group
gained the equivalent of an A/A* in English: a phenomenal achievement.



68% of students achieved a Grade 4 or above in Maths, an increase of 14%. 40% of
students achieved a Grade 5 or above in Maths, an increase of 15%.



Progress 8 of +.15. Overall students are achieving more than their expected levels.

A Level and BTEC 2018 results


At A*-B it was at 60% in 2018 compared to 43% in 2015, 53% in 2016 and 59% in 2017
including BTEC equivalents - a 17% increase over the last three years.



At A*-C it was 88% in 2018 compared to 60% in 2015, 73% in 2016 and 87% in 2017
including BTEC equivalents - a 28% increase.



The A*-E pass rate for A Level and BTEC is 100% for the fourth year in succession.

‘High expectations and challenge’

FUNDRAISING

Dear Parents/Carers and prospective parents
Over the next year, we need to raise £48,000 to equip and furnish our
new school.
Government funding will pay for the cost of the building but this money
may not be used for anything other than the bricks and mortar.
You can support us by:
gaining sponsorship to run in local marathons, bike rides or other events;
pledge auctions, clothing sales, car washing events, pamper evenings,
bingo, cabaret evenings, sponsored slims, etc.
Get your friends, relatives, neighbours and colleagues to take part with
you.
Alternatively, you may be kind enough to purchase a piece of furniture, or make a donation. Take a look
at our fundraising page:
https://mydonate.bt.com/events/iwanttobuysomefurniture/472468#
If you have any ideas, or would like to discuss our fundraising, please contact me at
fundraising@brakenhale.co.uk.

With thanks
Karen Roche

Chair of the Governing Body

ADMISSION PROCEDURES
Deadline for applications to be submitted to Local Authority - 31st October, 2018.
Designated area for Brakenhale School https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schools-andlearning/schools/school-admissions/secondary-school-admissions/secondary-school-designated-area-maps
Admission Criteria
The school has 210 places available in Year 7, which includes statemented students.
Places for Year 7 September entry will be allocated so that the total number allocated under priorities 1, 2, 3, 4
and 5 including any Statemented children, offered places is no more than 210.
Children with a Statement of Special Educational Needs that name the school will be allocated a place before other
applicants are considered. In this way, the number of places offered, as set out below will be reduced by the
number of children with a Statement that has named the school.
In the event of oversubscription, the following admissions criteria will be applied in the following order:
Priority
1

Priority
2

Priority
3
Priority
4

Priority
5

Priority
6

Looked After Children or children who were previously looked after but immediately after being
looked after became subject to an adoption, residence or special guardianship order. A looked after
child is a child who is (a) in the care of a local authority, or (b) being provided with
accommodation by a local authority in the exercise of their social services functions (see the definition
in section 22(1) of the Children Act 1989)
Children who have either medical or social grounds for admission to this school. This
evidence must set out the particular reason why attendance at this school rather than at any other,
and show that this is the only suitable school to meet their stated needs, why no other local school
could meet those needs and what the difficulties would be if the child had to attend any other local
school. Applications must be supported by relevant written evidence on letter headed paper from a
Doctor, Social Worker or Borough School Attendance Officer, which will be assessed by a committee
of the Board of Trustees established for this purpose against the criteria. (Refugees and
Asylum Seeking children may be included under this criterion, depending on individual
circumstances.) Evidence submitted after the closing date will not be considered. Only in exceptional
circumstances the Admission Authority may apply discretion to consider evidence submitted after the
closing date. It is therefore important that all relevant evidence is submitted at the time of
application. But in any event all relevant evidence must be submitted before the closing date to
ensure full consideration.
Children who live in the designated area of the school. Children must be living in the
designated area at the closing date of 31stctober 2018 to be considered under this criterion. Maps
showing the designated area of a school are available to view on the Bracknell Forest website, at the
school, at the main Bracknell library or at a council office upon request
Children of permanent staff where:
 The member of staff has been employed at Brakenhale School for two or more consecutive
years; or
 The member of staff has been recruited to fill a vacant post for which there is a demonstrable
skill shortage
In order of the proximity of their home address to Brakenhale School, with the closest
having the highest priority, measured using direct distance calculations within a computer
system. The measurement of each distance is calculated using Pythagoras’ Theorem. The way in
which this is done is to calculate the distance in metres between the Easting and Northing coordinates for each location. The measurement in metres is then multiplied by 0.000621318 to
convert this measurement to miles. The same method of calculation is used for each direct distance
measured.
Students who have a sibling at the school, up to and including Year 13, at the time of admission.
Sibling refers to brother or sister, half brother or sister, adopted brother or sister, step brother or
sister, or the child of the parent/carer’s partner, and in every case, who is living as part of the same
family unit at the same address, Monday to Friday. Where a sibling is in Year 11 or Year 12 at the
time of application, they will be deemed as being in the school at the time of admission, unless the
parent has specifically expressed that they will not be continuing into the following academic year.
The remaining places will be offered on the basis of proximity to the Brakenhale, measured using
direct distance calculations within a computer system. The measurement of each distance is
calculated using Pythagoras’ Theorem. The way in which this is done is to calculate the distance in
metres between the Easting and Northing co-ordinates for each location. The measurement in metres
is then multiplied by 0.000621318 to convert this measurement to miles. The same method of
calculation is used for each direct distance measured.

Where two or more applicants share priority for a place, e.g. where two children live equidistant from the school,
and where there is only one place remaining, the child to be allocated will be selected by the drawing of lots.
Where a parent applies for entry into the same year group for more than one child and it is not
possible to offer a place to all of them, the names of the children who were unsuccessful will be added to the
waiting list in accordance with the published admission criteria, in the same way as for other children.
Notification and Acceptance of Offers
Notification of offers of places will be sent to parents/carers by the relevant LA on the National Offer Day - 1st
March, 2019. Written acceptance of the offer of a place should be received by the home LA by the closing date
15th March, 2019 as determined in the offer letter. Failure to do so may result in the offer being withdrawn.
School Tours
If you have not already booked
on a tour and wish to do so,
please speak to our reception
staff who will be happy to book a
place for you.

School Prospectus
If you would like to view our school prospectus you can
find it on our website using this code:
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