Maths at The Brakenhale School
Frequently asked questions
Are students set for Maths?
 Students are set shortly after arriving at The Brakenhale School using Key Stage
2 results, information from the primary schools and a baseline test sat at the
beginning of Year 7.
How many students in a Maths class?
 We currently have a maximum of 32 students per class. In some classes, we
have smaller classes to ensure we can provide additional support.
 Years 8 and 9 are taught Maths in half-year groups with 3 or 4 Maths sets in
each half year group. In Year 7 we have an additional set each side to support
the students who have weak numeracy skills.
 Year 10 and 11 are taught as year groups, which allows us to streamline the
students.
What do students need to bring to Maths lessons?
 Students need to provide pen, pencil, ruler, rubber, compasses, protractor and a
scientific calculator (Casio is preferred).
Where can I buy Maths equipment?
 The school shop (in the Print Room) sells all these items (apart from compasses)
at very reasonable prices (often cheaper than supermarkets).
How can I help my child with Maths?
 Practise times tables up to 12 x 12
 All students need to be able to tell the
time, using an analogue watch and know
how many days are in each month
 Check that homework is being completed
and set out properly showing working
where appropriate
 Encourage the use of a ruler and a sharp
pencil for drawing
 Practise mental Maths and estimating so
that students don’t rely too much on
calculators
What will my child learn in their first year?
 See overleaf for our summary of topics taught in Year 7.

Taught in Year 7
Topics Covered
A
B
C

Understand place value and their use in written and
mental methods
Apply effective mental and written methods of
multiplication and division
Understand how to tell the time and its use in time
tables

D

Calculate the perimeter of a range of shapes

E

Perform calculations with negative numbers and
understand the uses of negative numbers in context

F

Calculate the area of a range of shapes

G
H
I
J
K
L
M
N

Recognise and use relationships between operations,
such as factors, multiples, primes, inverses and
BIDMAS.
Understand equivalent fractions and perform
calculations involving fractions
Accurately draw, measure and name the 3 types of
angles
Use geometric reasoning to find missing angles in 2D
shapes
Use and interpret the collection of like terms,
multiplication rules and expanding brackets to
simplify algebraic expressions.
Recognise terms, expressions and sequences, and
substitute values including decimals, fractions and
negatives.
Recognise equations and identities, using inverse
operations to solve where possible.
Find equivalent fractions, decimals and percentages,
and use them to compare proportional values.

O

Calculate fractions and percentages of amounts

P

Use understanding of proportion to draw, read and
interpret pie charts

Q

Visualise and identify 3D shapes and their nets

R

Calculate the volume of prisms

S

Understand how to collect and organise data

T

Construct and interpret a range of graphs

U

Interpret statistical data through calculating the
mean, median, mode and range
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